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Perfonating Men, 
Witchcrafts, infallible Proofs of 
Guilt in ſuch as are accuſed | 
with that Crime. 
All Confidered according to the Scriptures 
Hiſtory, Experience, and the Judgmen 
of many Learned me2n. 
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ov. 22. 21. -- That the mightel Anſwer (0 54 
words of Trath, to them that ſcnd unto thee, 3 * 
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Efficiunt Demones, ut que won ſunt, ſic tamen, qu 
, Conſpicienda heminibus exhiibeants Laftentins [Libs 
2. Inſtit. Cap. 15. Diakbo/us Cenſulitur, can ij medij 
imur aliqtuid Cogno/cendi,que & Diabols fret intredutts |. 
Ames, Caf. Conſe. Le 4. Cap, 23, Fe Na 
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Chriſtſan Reader. 
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O Oaious and Abominable is the name of P? 
Witch, to the Civilized much more the Religious 
pars of Mankind, that it is apt to grow u 
into a Scandal for any, ſo much as to enter 
ſome ſober cautions ; wan the over baſty ſuſpefiitng, 
or too precipitans Fudging of Perſons on this account. 
Bt certainly, the more execrable the Crime is, thd 
more Critical care is to be uſed in the expoſins of thi 
Names, Liberties, and Lives of men ( eſpecialy of ® 
Godly Converſation ) to the 7 mputation of it, The aw- | 
ful b.md of God now np:9 us, in leiting looſe of "evil 
Angels avnong us to perpetrate ſuch horrid Miſchiefs $ 
2 ſuffering of Hells inſtruments, to do fuch fefel 
things as have bin ſcarce beard of ; bath put ſeritus 
perſons into deep Muſings, and upon euricus enquiries = 
what is to be done for the detefling and defeating 
this tremendous deſign of the poems Ad verſary : par} 


thourh all that fear Grd are agreed, That no 

| bis to be done, that Good nay come of it z yet 
bath tbe Devil obtained wet alittle of bis deſign, m 
the diviſions of Reuben, about the application of this 
"RuJe. | 


That there are Devils and Witches, the Seri 
aſſerts, and experience _— That they are 
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enemies Mankind, and [et miſchief, is not 
to be a : That Napa De by [oe per- 
miſſion) and of:en d.tb vex men in Body and Eftate, 
without the Inſtrumentality of Tiitches, 3s undeniable : 
That he often bath, ar:d acligbts to have the Concurrence 
of IWitches, and their ecn/ent in barming men, is con- 
_ ſonamt to his Native Malice to man, and too La- 
mentably pe: poem : That Witches, when detected 
convmced, ought to be exterminated and cut off, we 
bave Gods warrant for ; ExoC. 22. 18, Ony the 
ſame Ged who hath ſaid, thou ſhalt not ſuffer a 
Witch to live ; hath alſo ſaid, at the Mouth of 
two witneſſes, or thice witneſſes ſhall he that 
is worthy of Death, be pur to Death : but at the 
Mouth of one witnefs, he ſhall not be put to 
Death. Deut. 17. 6. Aduch debate is made about 
Whar is ſufficient Comvidicn,or:d ſume bave ( in their 
Zeal ) ſuppoſed that a leſs cleer evidence enght to paſs 
in this than in other caſes, ſuppoſing that elſe it 
3 be bard ( if prſwle ) to bring [ich to Condign 
Puniſhment, by Reaſon of the cloſe Comveyances that 
there are between the Devil and Witches : but this is 
#8 wery danyeraus, and wnjnftif.abl: remer, Mem ſerve 
| God in doing their Liity : be never intended that all 
| Perſons Guilty of Capital Crimes ſhould be diſcovered 
- and Puwiſhed by men in this Life, thongh they be ne- 
' . iy ſo & rious mm ſearching after iniquity. It is there 
| fore exceeding meceſſary that in ſuch a day @s. this 
wen be informed what is evidence, and what is mot. 
It concerns men in point of Charity ; for, though the 
wolf fhiving Profeſſor moy be ſecret # weft ow 
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nable ſinyer, yet 1 be be ditefled, ow Charity is ,, © 
bound to Tudge according to what appears : and mat» 
withſtandins Wat a cleer evidence muſt determine @ 
caſe ; yer Freſumptions muſt and cught to be weighed 
azainſt preſumpti:rs, and Charity is not to be fergene 
as long as it hath the moſt preponderating on tts ſide. , 
And it is of ms leſs neceſſuy in point of TFuftice ; 
There are not inly Teſtimonies required by God, which 
are 0 be Crediced according to the Rules given in 
His IWord referring to witneſſes : but there is alſo an 
Evidence Iuppoſed to be in the Teſtimony, which is 
throughly to be weighed, and if is do not infalibly . 
prove the, crime againſt the perſaw accuſed, it pay ll | 
not to determine him guilty of : for (0 @ righteous. - 
man may be Condemned unjuitly.. In the caſe of 
Og? 9 hs _ got a is the ionedliate * 
Avent in the Miſchei ihe conſent 6r canpa# 

- Witch is the nh to be ated, ', .' y $ 

Among many Arguments to evince this, that which 
is moft under preſent debate, is thar which refers. | 
to ſomtbing Vulgarly, called Evidence, and 
« certain ſort of Ordzal or trial by the fight and < 


Wiſdom ans Kighteonſneſs 


World, which they | 
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,. Mane. ſociety 3 yer God doth ſometimes ſuffer ſuch things , 


Fo evene, that we may thereby know how much we are 
beholden to Him, for that reſtraint which be Layes upon 
Phe infernal Spirits, who would elſe reduce a World into 
s Chius, That the Reſclutions of ſuch Caſes as theſe 1s 


; Proper for the Servants of Chriſt m the Miniſtry can- | 


wor be denyed 5 The ſeaſonableneſs of doing ut now, 
will be Fuftified by the Conſideration of the neceſſity 
there is at this time of a right information of mens 
"Judgments about theſe things, and the danger of their 
being miinformed. 

1 be Retercnd, Learned, and Fudicious Author of the 
enſuimg Caſes, is roo well Inuwn to need owr Commen- 
dation : all that we are concerned in, 5 to aflect our 
hearty Content to, and Concurrence with the 
ſubſtance of what is conteined in the following 
Diſcourſe : and, with our bearty Reaue#t to God, that 
He would dijcover the depths of his Helliſh Deſign 3 d4- 
yet? in the whole Managment of this aftair 3 prevent 


the taking any wrong ſteps in this dark way ; and + | 


that He would in particular Bleſs theſe faithfuj en- 
deaworrs of His Servant to that end, we Commend it 
1 you ro His Divine Remedict ion. 


Willtam Hubbard John Baily 
Samucl Phillips Jabs, Fox 
Charlks Morton Joleph Gerriih 


James Allen | Samucl Angier 
'Michael Wigglcfwarth John Wile 


Sannel W}:iting Sen Joſeph Capen | 
| Samuel Will Nehemiah Walter: 
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Caſes of Conſcience 


_ Witchcratfts. 


HE ms that I am gs 
to Cx my Judgment in, i this, 
Whether it ry — for the De- 
Til to impoſe on the Imaginations of 
Perſons Bewitched, and to caule them 
to Belicve that an Innocemt, yea that a Pious perſon 
e's torment them, when the Devil bimſelf doth it, 
or whether Satan may not appear im the Shape of 
ay Innacem ayd Pious, 6s well as of a Nocaut aud 


Wicked Perſon to Aﬀit ſueb as ſuffer by Digholical 
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Caſes of Conſcience 


Arg. 1. There are ſeveral *criptures from 
— which we may inter £16 Poſlibility of»-what 1s 0 
'- Aﬀirmed. "13 
© 1," We firid that.the Devi by the Inſti aticn of | : 
” the Witch at Endor appearcs in tve likeneſs of the 
Prophet Samrel. T am ro: Igtorant that ſome have B 
erted that, which, it it were proved would e- | 
vert this Argument, 1s. that it was the true and | 7 
not a delufive Samusl which the Witch broaght to 7; 
"-- © Converſe with Saul. Of this Opinion are ſome of l 
2 - the Jewiſh Rubtics( | and fome Chriftian Doors t 
(5) and many lac Popi: h Authors (c) amongſt . | - 
wham *Cormel. 4 Lavide i; moſt claborate. But | x 
+. £ thatit, was a Demen repreſenting Samucl. has bin | 
+  evinced ” Learned and Orthodox Writers : oi 
= | eſpecially ( e) Peter Martyr, (f ) Bald.inss (+) 
{4 ' Lavater, and our Incomparabl2 '7obw Rainolde, 1 
© ſhalfnbc berc infiſt on the clearing of thar, eſpect- 
*: allyiainfidering, that cliewhere | have done it : 
4 q ie nx add thatthe Wirch faid ro Sa | I fee 
wy * Tibohs "i.e 4 God; tor the whole te>t 
”. hows; that. a lingl& Perſon is intended ) Aſcenan 
F.- ove of ths: Earth.-1 Sam. 28. 13. The Devil would 
- by;Wortkippetas..a Cod, and Saul now, that he 
hy: Y ax< become a Necroprancer, muit bow” lnmſelf ro 
-.” Vim. © Moteover, had. ir. bin the true pamuel from 
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b. (x) hy RY R> Elearce Athias, Lyranus, Sic a jol 


Abe Baſil, . Nazjagzens .(c ) Hs 
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Sware 62-0 (d)In Eeckſiult.. Chap. 46+ '22 
Lua. OKs 2 Cor. Ll 34s wy 355: C2 Be 


concerning Witcherafts 3 


Heaven reprehending Saul, there is great Reaſon 
to believe that he would not only have reproved 


\ him for his ſin, in not executing Judgment on the 


Amalekites; as in Ver. 18. But for his wickedneſs 
in conſulting with Familiar Spi:its : for which Sin 
it was in ſpecial that he Dyed. 2. Chron. 10. 14. 
But in-as much as there is not one word to Teſtity 
againſt that Abomination, we may conclude that 
It was not Real Sammel that appeared to Seal. And 
if it were the Devil in hi likeneſs the Argument 
feems very ſtrong, that it the Devil, may appear in 
the Form of a Saint in Glory, much more is it po 


* | fible for him, to put on the Likeneſs, of the moſt 


Pious and innocent Saint on Eaith. There are, 
who acknowledge that a Dzmon may appear in the 
Shape of a Godly Perſon, But nor as doing Ewil. 
Whereas the Dceril in Samucls likenebs told a Pers 
nicious Lye, when he faid Thow baſt Diſquieted ime. 
It was not in the Power of Saul, nor of all the Des» 
vi in Hell,to dilquict a Soul in Heaven, where. Sa» 
muel had becn for Two years before thy Apparith 
on. Nor did the Spettre ſpeak true, when he 

Thou and thy Sens ſhall be with me ; tho* Saul hinile £ 
at his Death went to, be with the Devil, his Son Jos 
nathan did not ſo. Beſides, (which fuirs with the 
matter in hand ) the Devil in Samuels ſhape confir- 
med Necromancy and curicd Witchery. He that 
canin.the likeneſs of Saints encourage Wieches ta 
Familiarity with Hell, may pollibly in the Likent& 
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from Scripture, Satan may be Permined to.do. 
; ©, hs o » ; 6 And 
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ofa Saint affi& a Bewirched Perion. But this We . 
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4 Caſes of Conſcience 


And whereas it is objcRed, that the Devil may 
appear indeed in the Form of Dead Perſons, bur 
that he cannot repreſent ſuch as are ary. s The 

al 
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Contrary is manifeſt. No Queſtion had faid 
to the Witeh, bring me David who was then living, 
the could as calily have ſhown living David as dead 
Samucl, as caiily as that great Conjurer, of whom } 
Wierys fpeaks, brought tie appearance of Hettor and 
Aodilles and after that uf D4wid before the Emperour 
And that evil Ang: have ſometimes appeared in 
the ltk2ncf6 of living a'>{*nt pertons is a thing abun- 
dantly contirmed by Hiſtory. 
(1) Au#tin tzNs us of one that went for Reſo- 
lution in ſome intricate Queſtions,to. a Philoſopher, 
of whom he could get no Anſwer ; but in the 
a— Philolopher comes to him, and rcfolves 
all his Doubts. Not long after, he demanded the 
Reaſon why he could not anfiver him in the oy 
as well as in the night ; The Philoſopher profeſſed 
he was nor wich him in the night, only acknow- 
bo - Sign he dreamed of his having ſuch Con- 
ration wich his Friend, but he was all 'the time 
ar homme, and afſ&ep. Parks and Palladins did both 
of them profeſs to Aufin, that ohe in his Shape, 
had divers times, and in Uivers places appeared to 
them ( | )Tbyreus : mentions ſeveral Apparitions of, 
abſenr living perſons, which happened in .his time, 
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"+2 De Preſtigiis Demonm. Lib. 1. Cap. 16. (1) De C.Þ 
(1 CK) Do Appar. Spricvem Lib. 2 Cipy 7+ 
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which he had the certain knowledg of. AMan R 
is in one plac2. cannot ( Autoproſopes) at the ſame | 
time be in another. It remains then that ſuch 
ſpefres are Prodigious 8& Supernatural, & not with- 


out Dlabolical Operation. It has been Concrover- 
ted among Learned men,whether innocent perſons 


| 

| perk 

} | may not by the malice and deluding Power of tha 
, 


Devil be repreſented as preſent amongſt witches at 
their dark Aﬀlemblies The mentioned 
fayss chat the Devil may and often does repreſent 
R ths Forms of innocent ns out of thoſe Con- 

. | ventions, and that there 15 no Queſtion to be made 
of it, but as to his natural Power and Art he is able 
). | to make their ſhapes appear amongſt his own ſer 
- | rants, but he ſuppoſerh the. Providence of Gud | 

'« | not fuffer ſuchan Injury ,obe done to an Innocegy..... 
>5| Perfon. With him ( »» ) Detrio, and Spiweus coll 
\6 | But Cumanus in his Lacerns Laces Inquires ( a Boot 1. 
'y) which I have not yet ſeen) defends the Afﬀirma- * 
F tive in this Queſtion. Bins fieldius in his Treatiſe, 

x-| concerning theConfeflion of Witches inclines to the 
a, __—_— ,only (o) he acknowledes Des extrqtt dinaria 
nd Poſſe Inmocentes fie repy frees And he 
th wg thall aflert, that the feat Un Holy Godne- 
Ve, | VE did nor ever will permit the Devil cw far to | 
to| aboſe an Innocent Perſon, affirms more; than he 4 

of, _ to prove. The ftory of Germanus his diſcorer- 
ne | ing a Diabotieal illuſion of this narure 


greit Number of Peres that ſeemed to be at 4 
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(mm) Difae Maginr: Lib, 2. C, 12. (0 ) De roakel, bg-put; 19t; - 37 
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| 6s Caſesof Conſcience .. | 


' tioned by many Authors. But the Particurlars in- 


... and exhort them ( as he did Theo 


* Inore effeually deceive. Is it noc ſtrange, that he | 1 


vants, that if they would have familiar Ccnverſa- | ſee 


; . 1 . @ + &@» . «* 
BE Former and Jatter rimcs have bin impoſed og'by 
Ds 7" 

| 


. {(p)Dc ſecrgtis nag. p. 31. ſce alſo Lavater de Spedt. Lib. 2. Ca. 18. ; J 
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when they were really at home and aſleep, is men > 


ſifted on, do ſufficiently evince the truth of what we 
aſſert, viz. that the Devil may by Divne Permiſſion 
appear in the ſhape of Innocent and Pious Perſons. | ©; 


' Nevertheleſle, ic s evident trom another Scripture, | +, 


VIZ, that in, 2 Cor 11. 14. For Satan bimfelf is traws- | 
formed into an Angel of Light. He ſeems to be what 
he is not, ard makes others ſcenz to be what they | 3. 
are not. He repreſents cvil men as good, & good. | 7 
men aS evil. The Angels of Heaven ( who are the | ... 
—_ L ighe ) love truth and Righteouſneſs, | _. 
the Devil will ſczemto do foro. And does therefore | ,,,, 
ſometimes iy before men excellent good principles | £, 

y e mailt )to | « 
iſe many things, which by the Law of Rightc- 
£ they are obliged uhto, and hereby he does | <, 


ſomctimes intimated to his moſt devoted fer- 2 


tion with him, they muſt be careful ro keep them- | ';,, 
ſelves from enormous Sins, and pray conſtamly for | j,, 
Divine Protection ? Put fo has he transfarmed him- | pa 
{elf into an Angel of Light, as ( p, ) Beiſardus ſhew- 
eth. He has frequently appeared to men pretend- 
ing to be a, good NS to Anatelins of old ; and 
the late inſtancesof ( q ) Dr Dee & Kellet are famouſly | 1'e 
known. How many deluded Enthuſiaſts both in | þj, 


(9 ) Dr. Calanbon: of Spirns. b 
6 Satans 


concerning Witchcrafts 7 


Satans appeaing vilibly to them, pretending tobe a 
good Angel. And morcover, he may be ſaid to 
transform himſclt into an Ang of Light becauſe of, = 
his appearing in the Form of H:ly Men who are 168, 
Children of. Light, yea in the Shape and Halic of ; 
Eminent Miniters of God. So did he ou co. 
Mr Ezrl of Celchefter in the Likeneſs of Mr Liddal. 
an Holy man of God and to the Turkith '"Chaous , 
Baxtiz:d at London Anno 1658 pretendingrobe Mr . 
D ry an excellent Miaitter of Chuilt. And how of-, 
ten has he pretended to be theApoille Paul or Peter 
or ſoms other ccl-:brated Sai ? Ecclztialtical Ha. 
to!125 abound wich Inſtances of this nature. Yea,. 
ſometimes he has trasfigured himiclf into the Forny 
of Chriſt, It is reported that he appcared to'(r ), 
StaartinGloriouſly arrayed asif he had beenChrilt. - 
HD likewiſe to ( s« ) Secsnd.!lss, and to another Saint, 
who ſuſpeRing it was Satan, transforming hi 1 
into an Angel of Light had this expreſhun, If I may. 
ſee Chriſt m Heaten i: is enough, I deſire nc$ to ſee bims 
in this world, wacrcupon tne fpecire vaniihed. It 
has been related of Lucher, thac after he had been 
Falting and Praying in his Study, the Devil comes: 
prerendingto be Chiilt, bur Luther laying,owey they | 
confounded Devil,l acknowled 'g no Chriſt bus what is oi | © 
my Bible, nothing more was ſeen. Thus then thet 
Levil is ale ( by Civine Permiſſion )to Change. © : 
himſclt inco what Form or Figure IÞ plaaſcch, #1 | 


PIE, 


| — (xx,) Sulpitius feverusia vita martini. ( s ) 
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\ $. Caſes of Conſcience | 


> Oumia transforma# ſeſe in wraruls reruns. 


A ThirdSeriptureto our purpoſe is that, in Re:12 


Ta.where theDevil is called the Aceuſer of theBretbren | 


Sch i5 the malice and Impudence of the Devil, as 
that he does accuſe good men andthat before God, 
= vey Tagen: Spe-oy r_ ON really are 
gullry acculed Joſhua wit Ithy garments 
when thro* his Indulgence ſome of his Family had 
ans by unlawful marriages. Zac : 3. 23-with. 
Evers : 10. 18. but alſo with fuch Crimes, as they 
are altogether free from. He repreſented the Pri- 
mirive Chnitians as the vileſt of men, and as If at 
their meetings they did commit the moſt nefandous 
Villanies thar ever were known. And that not 
only innocent but eminently Pious perſons ſhould 
tnrof the malice of the Devil be accuſed with the 
Crime of witchcraft is no new thing. Such an af- 
_ fiction did the Lord ſee meet to exerciſe the great 
Athanaſius with ( t ) only the Divine Providene did 
| vindicate htm from thatas well as from 
ſome other foul Aſperſions. The FWaldenſes ( altho 
the ſcriprures call chem Saints, Rev: 13. 7. ) have 
been traduced by Satan and by the world as Horri- 
ble gre jo we 9p other places, wp 
hocauſe ve extraordinary things 
their prayers. Ic is by many Authors related that 
s Cay in Frexce was moleſted with > Diabolical 
_. Speiizw; which'the People were wont to call Hugen, 


(t ) Binficld de Canfels, Sag. p. 197.” 


Near 
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1 "onrerning Witcherafe "37 
| Near that place a number of Proteſtants were won #® 
to meet to ſerve God. Whence the Profeſſors of + 


the trucReformed Religion were nick-name ; 
| wots by the Papilts, who deſigned to render then 
before the world as the ſervants and worſhippers of Þ} 
that Demon, that went under the name of Hug 1 
And how often have I rca'l in Eooks written by *? 
Jeſuits, chat Lather was a Wizzard, & tt at he did. - 
NA ads tac bo bo F nd * 
i tL ! nor arg ngs to 
be wondered art, ſince the Holy Son of God himf 
was reputed a Magiciew, and one that had Familia 


wich the grearſt of Devils The ing _ 
iſces ſaid, He cafts out the Devils thro* the Prives { ©] 
of Devils, Math. 9g. \ na i then not thy 
beſt Saint on Earth ( or Woman ) that cam © 
aſſuce chemſ:lves that the Devil ſhall not calt fi 
an Imputation upon them. Ib is for the D 
ciple that be be as bis Maſter, end the Servant as b 
Lord : If they have called the ego Br | 

Beelzebub how much mcre them of His flat 


þ men to determine how $fi 


to. ag. It is not 


the Holy God maySpermit the wigked one to pre 1 
ceed in his Acoulaions. The. facred of Job. 
giveth us roundedſtand that the Lord wheſe .wayes - 

out, do's for Wiſe and Holy Ea | 
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nſcience 
Ecces. 9. 2, j Where it is faid , Ab chings come 4+ 
like ro ll, there is one event to the Righteous 


| @nd Þo the Wicked, as is the Good, fois the fim- 
. 7ier, this is an evil amon?ſt all things under the Sun that 


there is one Event happeneth to all, Andin Ecclel. 7. 
25. tis ſaid, There 6: 4 juſt man that perijheth in bis 
Righteouſneſs. 
Y Yom hence we inferr that there is no outward 
AMiion whatſoever bur may befal a Good Man; 
now to be repreſented by Satan as a Tormentor of 
Bewitched or Poſfeſled Perſons, is a fore afiction 
to a Good man. To be Tormented by Satan is a 
fore AﬀtiRion, yet nothing but whar hetel Job, and 
« Daughtcr of Abraham whom we read of in the 
Goſpel. To be repreſcnrcd by Satan, as tormenti 
others, is In affiaion like the former. The Lo 
may bring ſuch extraorvinary Temprations on his 
own Children, to Ati and Humbl: them, for 
ſome ſin they have been guilty of betore him. A 
moſt wicked Perſon i:1 St. Ives, got a Knite, and 
went with it to a Miniſters Houſe ; deſigning to 
ſhb him, but was diſappointe@ 
ſcience. being awakened, the evil appears to this 
Terfon in the Shape of that Miniſter, with a Knife 
in bis hand exhortingto Self-chutfler. Was not here 
a Funiſhment ſuitable co the ſin which that Perſon 
had been Guilty cf * Perhaps ſome of thoſe, whom 


Satan has repreſented as committing Wirchcrafts, 
have been tampering with ſome fooliſh and Wick- 


ed Sorcerics, tho* not to that d&gree, which is Cri- 
minal and Capital by the Laws both' of as "4 


Atcerwards Con-. 
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concerning Witchcratts tx \ 
| Men ; for this Satan may be permitted foto ſcourge 
them. Or, it may be they (age miſrepreſenced & 
abuſed others, for wi.ich cauſe the Holy God may 
juſtly give Saran lave, fallely to rzpreſznt them. 
Have we not known fom2that have tiztcily cen» 
ſured all that have bin comphiined ofby bewitched 
Perſons, ſaying irwas impoſlitle they not be 
Guilty, ſoon upon whi-h themſelves or ſome | 
Relations of theirs, have to the laſting Intamy'af”" a 
their Families been accuſed after the ſame Manner, © | 
and perfonated by ths Devil ? ſuch» tremendous rce 
bukes on a few, {houkl make all men to be careful _ 
how they joyn with Satan in Conde mning the In- 
nocent. : | P 
Arg : 2. Becavſe it is poſſible for the Devil in the _ | 
Shape of an innocent perſon to do 0:her miſchiefs. . As 
for-thoſ: who acknow ledge that Satan may pero» + + 
nate a Pious Perſon, but not t&F'do miiſchi:t, cheir 
ofinion has been confated by more than a few 
unhappy inſtances. Mr CLirk ( « ) ſpeaks of a man 
that had been an Axhciit, or a Sadduce, nor beli> 
ving that there are kny Devils. or any ( to-us ) iy 
vilible world, Thif# man was converted, butas a 
Puniſhment of his Intidelity, evil Angels did often 
appear to him In the Snaps of his moſt iarimatre 
Freinds, and ' would fomerimes ſeduce ' him into 
t inconveniences. It has bin elſe where and. 
now noted that a Demon ne OP "+ 
lent-Mr; Dwry appearcd tothe Turkiſh Ann | 
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x658 to diſſwade him from proſecuting his de }v 
\ ficesof Baptiſminto the name of Chriſt; Alfo |t: 
20 Mr. Earle in the likeneſs of his Freinds, to dif- [fl 
-Ourage him from doing things lawful and good. 
1 multitude ofJews were once deluded by a perſon [71 
pictending to be Moſes from Heaven, and that if a 
incy would follow him they ſhould paſs ſafe |/ 
*ghrough the Sea ( as did their Fathers of old throf |S 
the red ſea ) wheredy great numbers of them were || 
Ceceived and perithed inthe waters. ( w ) Learned 
ani. Judicious men hare concluded that this Moſes 
| Creenſis, was a Demon, transforming himſelf intg 
| Mie;cs. And that the Devil has frequently appeared 
(x) ia the ſhape of famous Perſons to the end that 
he niight ſeduce men into Idolatry a fin equal to 
to that of witchcratt ) no man that has made it his 
Gancern ta enquue uno things of this nature can be 
ignorant. Many Examplcs of this kind are colleR- 
| ed by Mr, Bremballin his Treatiſe of Spettres, and 
| the cunning Devil, to ſtrengthen men in their worſhip! 
of Saints departed; And by Mr Bevet in his P 
| moni, It is credibly reportell that the Devil in 
the likenels of a faithful Miniſter ( at St Ives before 
' mentioned near Boſton iu Lincolnſhire ) came to one | 
that was in tiouble of mind, telling her the lon 
thelived,the worſe lt would be for her,$& therefore 
| adviſing her to ſelf-murder. An eminent Perſon fill 
| Irving the account of this matter from. þ 
Carton ( the famous Teacher of both Boflowe: ).: $i 


| (3) Lage Vikpond de Magin $6. fo WRAÞ au 0, 


| A 
. | . # 5 " 
Pn -. _ ... "—_—_ Js "IP bn a oe.  - ao ores , cuties k DOOM bid. oth 7 


the. th we 4 


ny © eywp. oy» & bu o& MY by fro ha 7 &f yy fag foo henibery 


——— lt. ll ” TIS" FC. 
, : j . \ + 
, : Co, 
£% k. 
| 3. 4 
« p 3 


was well acquainted: with that Miniſter, who rela- - _ 
ted to him the whole Story with all the Circun. .” 

ſtances of it. For Mr. Cotton was fo affected with; © J 
the Report, as to take a Journcy on ſe to tha 

Town where this happened, that fo he might obtain; _Þ 
a fai:taQory Account about it, which he did. Some. - | 
Authors ſay that a Demon appeared in the Form of 
Sylvanus ( Hierom's Friend ) attempting a diſhoneſt | 

thing, the Devil thereby deſigning to blalt the R&.. 4. 
putation of a famous Eiſhop. have in WF, + 

Book mentioned that celebrated Inſtance concegn- 
ing an honeſt Citizen in Zarick (the Olgo 
Heluetia ) in whole >hape the Devil a camp, 
mitring an abominable Fa ( not fit to be named), @ 
very carly in the morning, ſeen by the Prefect * 
the City, and his Servant. They were | 
Behold a man of good Eſteem for his - 
perpetrating a thing fo vile and abominable:but 
ing from the Spetfre in the Field, to the Cirizer 
Houſe in the Town, they found himat home, & in 
his bed, nor had he been abroad that morny 
which convinced tham that what they ſaw was an 
NMufion of the Devil. This Paſlage is memioned as 
a thing known and certain by Levater in his Area» 
tiſe of Spetfre:, (z) who was a malt | & 
judicious Preacher in that Cicy, Our Fuel fauh 0 
him rhar he muſt ingeniouſly confeſs, that he never 
underſtood Solomans Proverbes, until Leavater 0*- 
poataled them to. him. That Book of his De Spetiriy 


ord 39 Part I, Chap. 39. Pag. 86. 
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k x4 Caſes of Conſcience 
| .. harh been publiſhed in Latin, high and low Dutch | 1 
| French, ltalan. The Leancd Zanchy ( t ) ſpeaks 
Mzbly of it,profeſſing that he had read it both with bef 
Pleaſure and Profit. Voetiss ( @ ) rakes notice of | g, 
thac Pcfſage which we have quotgd out of Levater | 11 
23s a thing Memorable. : "_ 
Some Ponith Authors argue, that that Devil can- |. 
not perſoaate an innocent man as doing an Ad of | . 
witehcrait, becauſe then h2 might as well repreſent 
them as committing Theft, murder &c. And if fo Pas 
there would be: no Living in the world. Bur I 
rurn the Argument againſt them, He may ( as the 
mentioned Inſtances prove ) perſonate honeſt mea ſa 
35 doing other Evil. And no folid Reaſon can be 
- given why he may not as well perſonate them un- 
 - * der the notion of witches as under the notioa of 
© @hicves, Murders and Idolators. As for the Obje&i- | ;, 
| on, that then there would be no living in the world, | 
| we ſhall conſider it under thenexe Argument. 
Arg: 3. If Satan may mt reproſem one that is | fe 
| nor Fo covenant ſervant of his as affiitimg thoſe that are | ;, 
| bewitched or poſſeſſed, then it 5s either becauſe he wants 
Will, or. Power to do this, or becauſe God will never per- 
| mit bim thus to do, No man but a Sadduos doubts 
| 
| 


of th: fl will of Devils. Nothing is more plcaling 
ro the Malice of thoſe wicked Spirits than to ſee 
| ang; wronged. And the Power of the Ene- 
| my is as that having 0ace obtained a Divine 
| * Conceflion to ule his Art, he can do thi; and much 


| Ct) Rpitol, 2: (a ) In Diſpur: de Mcgia. P, 575, 
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concerning Witchcrafts 15 
' mors then this amounts unto. . 'We know by Secrip- 
ture--Revelation that the Sorcertrs of Agy canſed 
many untrue and deluſive ( t ) Ropretntaiens 
. | before Pharaoh and his Servants, Exod. 7. 11,23 
|& 8. 7. And we readof the working of Satan in 
all Power and Signs, and lying wonders. 2. Theſc 
2. 9. His heart s beyond what the wiſeſt of men 
. | may pretend unto. He has perfe& skill in Opticks, 
| and can therefore cauſe that tobe viſible to one , 
- | which is not fo to another; and things allo to a 
| far otherwiſe then they are. He has likewiſe the . 
* | Art of Limning in the Perfe&ion of it, and >, 
* | what may be done by Colours. It is an odd Paf 
| fage(b) which I find in the Ate Eruditorum Printed at 
* | Lipfick, thar about 32 years ag an incons 200 £4 
- | chant in France was inſtruted by a Daemon that -, 
f | with waterof Borax he might colour Tafficics, ©. ag 
” | to canſe them to gliſter and look very gay. , $86 +3 
» | fearcheth into the Nature, Cauſes, and Realtors 'of 
| | things, whereby he is able to produce wonderful ef 
5 | fets. So that if he does not form the Shaps of art 
e | innocent perſon as affliting others, it is noe. from 
5 | want of cicher will or power. They that affirm * 
- | that God never did nor ever will permit him'thus \ * 
to do, alledge that it is inconſiſtant with the Rights» 
ouſneks and Providence of God in Go U- 


$ 
S 
g 
" mane Afeairs thus to ſuffer men vo be impoſed on. 
C 
h 
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- | It muſt be acknow!edged (c ) that the Divine Pro- | | 


( + ) In Mr. Coupers Myſtery of Witchcraft. Pag. 174, 175.C by 
6. Atta Eruditorum Anno, 1690, Peg. 113. (c) InMe. 
vil Phuloſophical Conſidcrations. oY | 


. with mcnina way of Abſolute Soveraignty, per- 
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16 Caſes of Conſtſence 
vidence has taken carethat the greateſt part of man- 
kind ſhall not be left ro unavoidable Deception, 
ſo astobe always abuſed by the niſchicvous Agents 
of Hell, in the objets of plain fence. Bur yer it is 
not for finful and filly Mortals to preſcribe Rules to 
the Moſt High in his Government of the warld, 
or to dire him how far he may permic Satan to 
uf his power : I am apt to think rhar thre are 
ſome amongſt ns, who if they had lived in 7b 
days, and icen th2 Devil tot mencing of hin, and 
heard him complaining of being ſcar'd withDrcams 
and terrifted with Night-vitio::s, they would have 
joincd with 13 uncharitabls Friznds in Ceulcring 
him as a moſt guilty perſon. Bur we thouki conſt 
derthat the Moſt High God doth ſometimes deal 


ning the thing wich is appointed for thein, and 
many ſuch things are with him. If he does dcitroy 
the perfe& with the wicked, and Laugh ar che Trial 
ef the innocent (Job g. 22, 23. ) who thall 
e-1er imo His Counſel; ! who has given Him a 
Charre over the Earth ! or who has difpoſcd the 
«10 world ! men are not able to give an Account 

- 1:*5 ordinary works, much leſs of ki; fecree Coun- 
+14, and the Dark Difpentations of his Providence. 
"do bnr darken counſ:} by words without 
+:r-whidzge when they undertake it. It we are not 
He to fee how rhis\ or that can ſtand with the 1 

_ Righteouſneſs of him that Governs the world, ſhall 
we az that the Almighty will pervert Judgment ? 
er thar he that'Goyeghs the Earth baterh Righe es 
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concerning Witechcrafts 17 7 
ſhall we condemn him that is moſt juſt? But where. * 
as "tis objeted where is Providence ? and how. that! 
men live on the Earth, If the Devil may be pe: 
mitted to uſe ſuch power ? I demand, where w: 
Providence, when Satan had Power to cauſz or: 
of Bclial to tlye and {wear away the life of inn 
Nabeth, laying ſuch Crimes to his Charge as he «--- 
never guilty of? And what an hour of Dark: 
was it? How far was the power of Hell perinittc.c:. * 
to prevail, when Chriſt the Son of God was Accu- * 
fed, Condemned, and Hanged tor a Crime that te 
never was guilty of ? That was the Provi, * 
dence that has happened fince the world began, * 
and yet in che Iſſue the moſt glorious. We mv 


* . 


therefore diſtinguiſh berwgen what does orciaarily 
come to pals by the Providence of God, and things 
which arc extraordinary. Ir is not an uſual thing 
for a Naboth to have his life taken from him by 
falſe Accuſations, or for an Athana/ius or a Su{en 
to be Charged, and perhaps brought before Cowes - 
of Judicature for Crimes of which they were ako» | 
gether Innocent. 
But if we therefore conclude that ſuch a thing as 
this can never happen ia the World, we ſhall of- 
fend againſt the Generation of the juſt. It ir not 
ordinary for Devils to be permitred to reveal the 
fecret fins of mace ; yet this has been done more 
| Than once or twice. Nor is it ordinary for Damons | 
to Steal Money out of Mens Pockets, and Purſes, . 
or Winc and Cyder out of their Cellars. Yee 
Sous fuch Inftznces have hers Lyon UUIgR 
Ver 
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| felves. Ir is notuſual for Providence to permit the 
| Devil to come from Hell and to throw Tire on 
| the Tops of Houſes, and to cauſe a whole Town to 
be burnt to Aſhes thereby. Theres would ( it muſt 
be confeſſed ) be no living in the world if Evil-An- 
| gels ſhoul be permitted ro do thus when they had a 
| mind to it. Neverthele!s, Authors worthy of Cre- 
Cit, tell us that this has ſom-times hapened. ( «4 ) 
| Both Eraſmus and Ca» dams wiite that the Town of 
| Schiltach in Germany, was in the Month of April, 
1533. Sct on Fire by a Devil and Burnt to the 
| Ground, in an Hours ſpace. Tis allo reported by 
| Segibert, Aventinus and others, that ſome Cottages 
| and Barns in a Town called Bingrs were Hird by a 
wicked Genius. Thar fpiteful Dzmon {aid it was fcr 
tie Impictics of ſuch a Man whom he named, that 
he was fent to moleſt them. The poor Man to 
 {atisfy his Neighbows, who were ready to Stone 
| tim, cariicd an hot Iron in hi3 hand, but recieving 
| no hurt thereby, he was judged to be innocent. Ic 
is not ordinary for a Devil vpon the Dying Curſe 
of a Servant, to have a Commiſtion from Heaven 

to tcar and torment a blozouy crucl ;maſkter ; yet 
| ſuch a thing may polſi-ly come to pas. There 158 
| fearful Story to this purpoſe in the Account of the 
Bucaneers of America, { e ) wherein my Author 
| relates that a Servant, who was Spirited or K; 
( as they call it ) Into ;tmerica, falling into _t 

Hands of a Tyrannical Maſter, he ran away from 
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| him, but being taken and brought back, the hard- 
hearted Tyrant Laſhed him on his Naked Back, un- 

til his Body ran in an entire Steam of Blood. To 

make the Torment of this Miſerable Creature Ins, 
tolerable, he Anoynted his Wounds with Juyce of 
Lemmon mingled with Salt, and Pepper, bcing 
ground ſma'l tozether, with which Torture the 
Miſerable Wretch gave up the Ghoſt, with theſe 
Dying words, I beſeech the Almighty God, Creator of ' 
Heaven and Earth, that HE permit a Wicked Spirit, to © 
rake thee feel as many Torments befere thy Death, as © 
theu baſt canſed me to feel befire mine. Scarce four' ® © 
oe were paſt after this Horrible Fat, when the 
Almighty Judge, gave Permiſſion to the father of. 
Wickcdnzfs to Poilſefs the Body of, that cruel Ma-' 
ſer, and ro make him Laccrate. his* own fleſh, unit 
he dyed, belike furrendring* tis' Qhoſt into the” 
hands of the Infernal Spirit,,who had Tormented” 


| To procced, Is it bor tor Perſons after. 
their Death to appear unto the Living. Bur ir do's: 


not therefore follow, that the Great will nog... 
ſuffer this to be. For both in former and latter As 


ges, Examples thereof have not been wanting. No' 
r ſince, than the laſt Winter, there was much ' 
Diſcourſe in Londen concerning a Gentlewoman, 
unto whom her Dead Son ( and another whom © 
ſhe | voinigr# Faqs - -—aga Being then in Low ©. 
don, I was willing to fatisfy my {clf, by enquiring» | 
imo the Truth of what was re And on 
Feb, 23: 1691, my Brother wo is now a Paſtor 
As 9 


OY 


_ 
- YO ge n_ tm. aro 
es ab a —_ 


_—— + RT 


20 Eaſes of Conktience © 


ger Ira 
. 
; 


to a Congregation in that City ) and I Diſcourled 
the Gen:l:woman ſpoken of, She told us, that a 
Son of hers, who had been a very civil young 
man, but more airy in hiz Temper than was plea- 
ſing to his fcrious Mother, being Dead, ſhe was 
much concerned in her Thoughts about his Con+ 
dition in the other World. But a Fortnight after 
his Death, he Appeared to her, ſaying, Mazber, 
you are ſol;icicous abvut my Spiritual Welfare. Trouble 
Jour ſelf no more, f.r I am happy, and fo vaniſhed, 
Should the1e be a continual Intercourſe between 
the \ ible and the Juviiible World, ic would breed 
Confution. but from tieace to inferr, that the 
Great Ruler of the Utiveric will never e 
any thing of this nature to be, is an inconlequent 
Concluſion.., It js not uſual for Devils to be per- 
mitted to come and vislzntly carry away pertons 
through the Air, ſeveral Miles from their Habitati- 
ons. Nevertheleſs, this was donc in Sweedland a- 
bout Twenty Years ago, by mcans' of a curſed 
Knot of Witches there. And a Learned Phyſici- 
an now living, giveth an Account of ſeveral Chik 
n, who by Diabelical Frauds were Sollen from 

heir Parents, and others left in their room 2 And 
of two, that in the night-time a Line was by: In- 
viſible Flands put about thcir necks, with: winch 
they had been Strangled, buc that ſome near them | ri 
happily prevented it. V7, Germ. Epbers, Awne 1689s | the 


I. F16. bY 
VE is fonher add here; It has very ſeldome 
been known that: Satan has perſanatgd Innocent 
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Men doing an ill thing, but Providence has found * 
out ſome way for their vindication ; Either they ., 


have been able to prove that they were in anorher 
Phce when that Fact was done, or the like. 
that perhaps there never was an Inſtance of any 
Innocent Perſon Condemned in any Court of 
Judicature on Earth, only through Satans deluding 
and impoſing on the Imaginadons of men, when 
nevertheleſs , the Witneſſes - = a and Judges wers. 
jt to be excuſed from | 
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chat Magicians by by their fe Ree and Hellifh = 
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others cannot deſcern. i cal a hng ing eco well SID 
to be denicd that ſome by 
2 Bewitched water have oy 
tha which others could not diforrn, Abd receoporſen 


perſons in the World, who have a yet 
75 lawvil (f) ſpeaks ofa Dany ti 


hefts which others could 
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Roe Then ne in Spain a 
| | are able to diſcover Mineral & i 
ue ay bo hiddert 


a fort of mety whom 
call Zeburstheſe can fee into theBowek of the 
is, they have their e 


fight only i wor Bag Þ ly Ng and 
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-| when he was at Medrid Ano.Domin. 1575. He 
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George Sinclare, in his Book entitnled Satans 1wviſi- | 
ble Wirt] diſcovered ( b ) has theſe words, ll am, ther 
** undoubceCly inſo:med that men and women 1h 
 Ethe Highlands can Gilcern Fatality approaching, aff 
* others by iceing ti.cm in ths . waters or With, 
* Winding Sheets a{out them. And that others can; | p; ; 
* lecture 11 a Sheeps ſho. uer-bone a death within [p.. 
"the .Pariſh ſeven or eight dayes before it come. - 
* It is not improbable bur chat ſuch Preternatural | 
+ * ® Knowſkedge comes firſt by a Compa& with the. |. 
* Devil and is derived down-ward by Succeflion' | _ 
* to their Poſterity. Many ſuch. 1 ſuppoſe are |. 
* Innocent, and have this ſight againſt their will | .. 
| © and Inclination. Thus Mr. Sinclare, 1 concar |p. 
with his ſuppoſal chat ſuchKnowledg c i5 Originally 
© from Satan, and perhaps the Effet ef ome old. 
+ Inchantment, There are fome at this day in they Ph 
'» World, that if they come intoan Houſe where one 
of the Family will dyz within a Fortnight, rhe. 
ſmell of a Dead Corple offent's them to fuch a de-' 
gree as that they cannot ftay in that Houſe. .Ie Js 
1s reported, that nar unto tie Abby of,St. Maw | 
rice in Burgundy ( : ) there is a Eiuh-pondin Which, ad 
. are Fiſhes pur accorulag ro the .number,ot the | >. 
| + Monks of that place. It any one of them happen. eh 
| © to be ſick there is aFjſh ſeen to Float and Swim | _ 
above water halt dead, and if the Monk ſhall dye, | ©. 
| tbe Fiſh a few dayes before dieth. In ſons parts ; 
in Yale Deattlights or Corps Candies ( as they call, | 5. 
© _ ., ($9 p.215. (Diſa. Magic. Z. 1.c.3.p 23 (4) Vaiw; -; | of 
HP | - d& Faſcino Lib 2 | 
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concetning Witchcralts 23* * 
them ) are ſeen in the night time going fromrthe\... ©. 
Houſe where ſome body will ſhortly dye, alt; 

fling into the Church-zard. Of this, my dearly _ 
MaSred and never to beforgotten Fiiend Mr. % 
Richard Baxter ( & ) has given an Account in his 
Book about Wirchcrafts'latcly Publiſhed. What ro + 
make of ſuch things, except they be the Effeds of 

ſome old Inchantment I know net. Nor white - 
Natural Reaſon to Aſſign for that which I fmd a- ? 
mongſt the Obſervations of the Imperial Acadamy— © 
tor the Year 1687 wiv. Thatin an Orchard, where . 
are choice Damaſcen Plumbs, the Maſter of the 
Family b-ing Sik of a Qu&res Ague, whilft he 
continued very ill, four of his Plumb-rrees. inſtead” 


? 


$a 


of Damaſcens brought forth a vile fort of y-llow | 


Plumbs : but R-covering Health, the next Year 
the Tree did ( as formerly ) bcar Damialcens a- 
ain. But when after that he tIl into a fatal Drop- 
y, on thoſe Trees were ſzen not Damaſcens, but” 


te \Þ. 
am, 


| another fort of Fruir. 'The fame Author.( 1) * 
| = Inſtances of which he had che certain know- Þ 


dge concerning Apple-trees, and Pearrecs, ' that 
the Freie of them would on a fudden wither as if 
they had been baked in an Oven, when the Own- | 
ers ot 'triem were mortally fick. Irs no les ſtrange + 
that in- the Nluftrious El:Qoral Cm ) Houſe of 
Rrandenb axg before the Death of ſome one of the | 


Pamily; * Feminine Spedtres a peared, s) And 
ofieii in the* Houſes of- Grew cn,” Vie and 


CK) p- 131. (L).V.Germ: :Kphewer: Anno 166 þ. $79. fad | 
H enkeling de olfeyſs pag.h6.. (8) Comrrnn.con ©9586 Gr + 
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Viſions from the Inviſibls World have been the 


+ Harbingers of Deatn, When any Heir in the 


Worſhipful Family of the Breertons in Cheſhire is 
near his Death, there are ſeen in a Pool adjoyning, 
Bodics of 'Trees ſwimming for certain ders whe 
ther. On which Learned Cambden ( o ) i 

nite, Theſe and ſuch like things are done either by the 


: Hol Jeter Angels of men, or elſe by the Devik, who 


Gads Permiſſon mightily ſhew their Pawer in this 
fereater Forld. As tor Mr. Sinclares Notion that 
1 may have a ſecond Sight ( as fris tear- 
} and yet be themſclves Innocent, I am fatis- 


| ders, who are horribly addicted 
o gical Incantations. They bequeath their 

e005 to their Children as a Legacy, by whom 
$h<y art often aſſiſted ( like Bewitched Perſons, as 
they are) to ſec and do things beyond the power 
of Nature. An Hiſtotian who deſerves Credit, 
relates, ( p) that a certain Laplander gave bim a 
Tue and particular Account of what had ha 
co hi.1 in 1:45 Journey to Lepland. And further 
cn hined to him with Tears, rhat things at a 
F :ar (i!tancs were Repreſented to him, and: how 
1N.1ch he deſired to be Delivered from har Diabo- 
li-.1 Sight, but could not. This doubtlek .was 
ca::fod by ſore Inchangment. But ta proceed to 
what I intend. The Eyes of Perfons by reaſon of 
inchanting Charms, may not only ſee what others 


C +) by his Beknonla p: G09 4p) Se tht Hiltory of Ls 
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here that chey were transformed into 
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that things which are not, Jhall appear to thei as - 

real. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of Bewitched. E 's, - - Gol. 

3- 1 And we know from Scripcure, that the I- 

maginations of men have by inchantmears . been 

os tango upon. And Hiſtories abound with. i 

inſtances of this Nature. The old W 

ok an inchanted Cup cauſed Ulyſſes his Cot 

to imagine x ate Thee to be turned into © 

Swine. And wy many Witches have been do, -: | 

ſelves fo Bewitched by the Devil, as really wo - 

Wolves, | 

, or Cats. It js Reported of Six Morn mY 

(q) that by his Sorceries, he would fo liapole; | 
th2 Imayinations of , AS that ey - Thc 

he had really c 


wor with his Magick. The grear 
Zyto (r ) by his Inchanements cauſed _ 
ons, whons he had a miad to try his Art upon, 
eo imagine that their hands were turned into. the 
ſeet of an Ox, or into the Hoofs of a Horſe, ſo 
that they could not reach to the Diſhes before- ' 
them to take any thing thence. He - Sold ' 
of Straw to a Butcher, who bought them for OT 
That many ſuch preſtigious Pranks were i of 
tte unhappy Fau#flus, is atteſted by Conmranty 

ens, Voetins, Lavater, and Lonicer, 
- There is newly Publiſhed a Book (mentioned. 
in the As Eradberwn ) wherein the Author Q- 
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26 Caſes 6f Conſcience F 

( Wiechard Valvaſcr ) relates that a Venetian |.con' 
Jew inſtrufted him ( only he would not attend | Blo! 
* his InſtruAtions ) how to make a Magical Glafs | 1:4 
which ſhould repreſent any perſon or thing ac- | An 

_ cording 2s he ſhould deſire, If a Magician by | me 
- - an Inchanted Glaſs can do this, he may as well | Pin 
by the help of a Dzmon cauſe falſe 124 of | wo: 
Perſons and Things to be Imprefled on the I- | cra 
maginations of bewitched Perſons. The Blood | not 
and - Spirits of a Man, that is bitten with a Mad- | tie 
| Dogg, are fo HO: as __ e In- | juſt 
preſlions are thercby made on his Imagination. | tha 
Let him be Vie" into a Room where there | wh 
& ' ba Looking-Glaſs, and he will (if put upon it) | the 


_— 


+ . Not only ſay but ſwear that he ſees a Dog tho! | ſen 
= In truth there is no Dog it may be within 20 |to 
', Miles of tim. And is 1c not then poſlible, for | Fo 
the Pop of Hell to peylon the Imaginations of | v; 
miſerable Creatures,ſo as that they ſhall believe & | th: 
{wear that ſuch Perſons hurt them as. never did | m: 
10? I have heard of an Inchanted Pin, that has | ſh: 
caufcd tle Condemnation and Death. of many | be 
{:orcy,of Innocent perſons, There was a Noto- | of 
, ous Hitchfinder in Scetland, that undertook by | 'T 
 «,* @ Pin, to make an Infallible diſcovery offulpe&- | w 
| ed perſons, whether they were Witches or not N 
ot 

a 

S 

6! 


If when the Pin was run an Inch or two into 
Into the Body of the Accuſcd parry, no blood ap- 
peared, nor any ſenſe of Pain, then he deelared 
0 them to be Witches. . By means hereof my Au- 
hor tells pac AQ l:s then 300 perſons were 


Condemns. 
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concerning Witcherafts $5 J 
condemned for witch.s in that Kingdony, + Tris 
Bloody Jugler after he had done ran ies. 
tz;d, caras to the Town of Berwick ypon__ Tweed. 
An honzit man now living in New-England yok 
ms «that he ſaw the man thrult a greae. 
Pia rwo.iaches in.» the body of one that ſama 
woulkl 14 that way try whether there was Wich- 
cralt ia che caſe or no. The Accuſed Party:, was 
not in the laſt fenſible of what was done, at 1 
tizereforc in danger of recciving the Punilhment *.* 
jaffly due for Witchcraft. Only it ſo happened, _ *-* 
that Collonel Ferwick { that worthy Gemleman, _ ©: 
who many years ſince lived in New England ) was 
then the whilitary Governour in that 'Town, He *: 
ſenc toc the Mayor and Magiſtrates, adviſing them 8 
ro be careful and cautious in their Progpedi '- 


of rhe Knavery and Witchery of the W de 
There is a ſtrange Diabolizal Energy goeth along 
with .Incantaticns. If Balak had not known 

he would not haye ſent for RBelaem to ſeg; whether | 
he could Inchant the Children of Iſfreel. The * 
Scripture intimates that. Inchantments will. keep 
- a Serpent from bicing, Eccleſ. ro. 11. A Witch in 
Sweedland confeſlcd that theDevil gave her a wood- 
en Knife ; and that if ſhe did bu: touch any _E 
+ \ thing 
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' a3 Caſes of Conſcience 
ing with that Knife, it would dy immediately, | | 
that there js a wonderful Power of the Devil | th 
attending things Inchanted, we have conſirmed | *Þ 
by a prodigious Inſtance in Major #eir a Scotch- | Of 
99en, That wretched man was a perfe& Prodigy. 
A man of preat parts; eſteemed a Saint ; yet bv- 
ed in ſecret Unclcanneſs with his own Siſter for 
Thirty Four Years together. After his wickeds 
neſs was diſcovered, he did not ſeem to be troubled 
at any of hjs Crimes, excepting that he had cau- 
| ſd a = woman to be publickly whipped, be- 
cauſe ++ that ſhe had ſeen him commit- 
ting llity :; which thing was true, only the 
| woman could not prove it. This horrid Creature, 
% ff he had his Þchanred Staff in his hand, could pray 
| to Admiration, and do extraordinary things, as 15 
more amply related in the Poſticript tro Mr. Sin- 
«are his Book before mcntionzd. But if he had 
not his Inchanted Rod to Lean upon, he could not 
transform himſ{clf ito an Angel of Light. But 
by all theſe things we may conclude, that it is not 
impoſſible, but that a gilry Conjurer, that ſo he 
may render himſelf the W: ſulpeted, may by his 
b and Inchantment cauſe Innocent Per- 
ſons to be Reprefentcd as afhiting thoſe whom | 
the Devil and himſelf are the Tormentors of. 


3 


Arg. 5. The Truth we affirm is ſo evident, as that 
meny Learned and Tudicicus Men have freely ſubſcribed 
no 1; 
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| Concerning Witchcrafts 29 
The Memorabl: Relation of the Devils aſſuining 
the Shape of an Innocent Citizen in Zarick,- is in 
the Judgement ot that Great Divine, Lud Levater 
of weighty Conſideration, And ne declares tht 
he does therefore mention it, that ſo Judges might 
be cautelous in their Proceedings in caſes of 
this nature, inaſinuch as the Devil does often in 
that way intangle Innocent Perſons, and bring 
them into great Troubles. His words are ( /) 
Haeae Hiſtorian ideo recite, ut udices, im bujuſmods, 
Caſibus cauti ſont : Tialchs enim bac wis ſape rene» 
centibus twſidiatur. Fe confirms what he faith by 
rn bo rg out of Alertus Granzius, who 
Writes that the Devil was ſeen in the Shape of a No» 
ble man to come out of the Empreſs her Chamber. 
But to clear her Innocency jhe ( according to the 
fuperſtitious Ordegsts then in faihion ) walked blind- . 
fold over a great many of glowing hot Irons with- 
out touching any of them. Veetins in his ( = ) Dif 
putation of Spetires, propoſeth that Queſtion, whe- 
ther the Devil may nor untruly perſonate a Godly 
man, and anſwers in the Affirmative. And with- + 
al adds, that ic is a ſufficient Argamente ( Ad bemi- 
nem ) to anſwer the Papiſts with their own Hiſto- 
| Ties, which give Inſtances of Satan's - in 
the Figure of Saints, nay of Chriſt himſelf. And 
in his Diſcourſe concerning the Operations of Damons 
( w ) he hasthe like Problew, whether the Devil may 
not poſſibly put on the Shape of a true Believer, a 


(1) - De Spectris. p. 86, $7. (9. Diſput- Select. 
_ ol. 1. pay- 1008, (w P4f- 944» _ 
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real Saint, not only of ſachas are dead, bur ftill' li- 
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and anſwers, Quidni ? Why not? It is true 


ving, V3. 

Popith Caſuiſ's ( x ) co genetally incline to the 
Negative In thi: Q1eſtion- Nevertheleſe, the In- 
Rance of Gerr-<»1s wito ſaw a company of honeſt 


ople repretentcd by the Devil as if they had bin 
batting together, when they were really aflcep in 
their beds, cocs a little pnzzle them, fo as that 
they are neceibtated to-take up with this Conclu- 


| fon, (7 ) That by an extraordinary Permiſſion of God, 


Irmccent Perſons may be Kepreſented by Satan in the 
Ne#urai Conventicles of Witches. And if fo, much 
more as affiifting Bewitched Perſons. Detrio giv- 
eth an account of an Innocent Monk, whoſe Re- 
atation was indangered by a Dzzxmons 'appearin 
n his Shape. He writes more like a Divine than 


Jeſuites uſe to do, when he ſaith that ( & ) It is wet 


abſoltely to be denied, b::t that the Devils may exhibit 
the Forms of Inmcent Perſcns, if God permit it, who 
wwhen he does permit it, uſually by ſome Providence 
diſcovers rhe Fraud of the Devils, that ſo the inno- 
of mot, it rs to bring 
them to Repentance for ſoine Siw, ct to try ther 
Patience, It is rarc to ſee ſuch words dropping 
from the Pen of a Jeſuit, As for Proteitant 
Writers, I cannot call to mind one of any note, 
that does deny the poſlibility of the Aﬀirmative, 
in the Queſtion before us. Dr. Henkelims has 


j x) Thyreus de Apparitionibas lib. 2.. cap. 4. 
y ) Binsfield de confeſſionibus ſagarum, þ. iÞ3. 191 
: ( z ) * Difquiſ. Magic. Lib. 2. BK. 12, p. 143- 
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lat!ly (.@ ) Publiſhed a I.carned and: Elaborate 


11ng ſach as are Obſefled with Cacorizntons;.in 
Wb he aſlerts, that Satan may poſſibly eſſtove 
Form of Innccent and hy Perſons, a7 jo - 
Sieke thereby deſtroy their Reputations, and. 
ehem to Ks Pur Lon? for our Ly 
Divines, there are not many greater Caſneits 
than Mr. Perkins, Nor do I know any one” 
chat has written on the, cale of Witchcraft with'* 
more Judgment and Clearncfs of U 
He has theſe words ( 6 ) © If a man being date 
© g-roully ſick and like to dys upon YT: 
© Will take it on his death, that ſych an | 
ce has Bewitched him, it is an 
* may more the Judge to. Examine the. Party, 4; 
ws but 1 it is of no moment: for Convition: - \ Ths:,. | 
like is aſſerted by ( c ) Mr, Cooper, Mr. Bernard," 
( once a famous Miniſter at Batcomb in Sonverſet 
his Book called, A Guide to Grand-Fury-men in Caſes 
of Witchcraft, is a ſolid and wiſe Treatiſe. "What. 
his Judgment was in the Caſe now under Debate,” 
telyp {ce, 8, page 209, ny Wheoes his rk 
cheſs x ition of t arty fu n 
* whom the 2 a” in their Fits ſeem to fee, is 
a great ſuſpicion. Yet this is but a Preſumption 
* tho# a ſtrong one, becauſe theſe Apparitions are. 
* wrought by the Devil, who can Repreſent to the 


(6 Printed «t Frankford, Anno 168g. © 
4 SP of witehcraft chap. 7- _— p:644- 
wotrcberaft diſcovered. (1 "Y 
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'* PhantaFF ſuch as the Parties uſe to fear, in which | the 
* his Repreſentation he may as well lye as in 
| « his other Witneſs. For if the Devil can repre- 

« ſent to the Witch ſeeming Samuel, ſaying, I fee |7r 
| *« Gods aſcending out of the Earth, to beguile 
* Qaul, may we not think he can r:preſent a come [nit 
| © mon ordinary Perſon, Man or Woman Unrege- |W 
\ * nerate tho" no Witch to the Phantaſy of vain |dv 
; T perſons, to deceive them and others that will |ſh 


*® give Credit to the Devil. Thus Mr. Bernard. ha 


As for the Judgment of the Elders in New-Eng- |fo 
land, fo far as I can learn, they Go generally con- |m 
curr with Mr. Perkins, and Mr. Bernard. This I |di 
know, that at a Mecting of Miniſters at Cambridge, | 1 
| Auguſt 1. 1692. where were preſent ſeven Elders 
= the Preſident of the Coted7e, the Queſtion 

| then diſcourſed on, was, Whether the Devil may not 
ſomaimes have « Permiſſion to Repreſent an Innocent 
| Perſon as tormenting ſuch as are under Diabolical Mo- 
| left «tions ? The Aniwer which they all concurred 
j in was in theſe words, viz. That the Devil may 


ſometimes bave a Permiſion to Repreſem an Innocent 
Perſot as tormenting ſvch as are under Diabclical M6» 

| —_ But app oy things are ys and extraordi- 
, ſpectrally 2wben ſuch Matters come befere Cruil Tue 

x hav "Aa that ſome of the moſt Re Tt 
Miniftegs in the Land, who were noe at that 
Meaing,. are of the ſame Judgment, I am affured. 
| AndTam alfo fure, that in Caſes of this 


Nature, 
the Priefts Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and hy 
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ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth, Mat: 2, 5+ 
Arg. 6. Our own Experience bas confirmed thi 


Truth of what we affirm. 

I have in another Book given an account concer- 
ning Eliz. Kxap, of Groton, who complained that # 
Woman as eminent for Piety,as any in that Town, 
did appear to her, and afflict her. But afterwards 
ſhe was ſatisfied that that perſon never did her any 
harm, but that the Devil abuſed them both. A- 
bout two years ago, a bewitched perſon in Chelm/- 
ford, in her Fitts, complained that a worthy good 
man a near relation of hers, did afli& her. So 
did ſhe likewiſe complain of another perſon in that 


gh 
$2 


Town, of known Int and 

I have my ſelf known Lreral of n [ ou 
to think that they are now in Heaven,conſid 
that they were of good Converſation, and 
Pionus by thoſe that had the teſt —_— 
with them, of whom nevertheleſs, ſome complats 
ned that their Shapes appeared to them, and threat» 
ned them. Nor is this anſwered by ſaying, we da 
not know but thoſe perſons might be Wi We 
are bound by the Rule of Charity to think other- 
wiſe. And they that cenſure any, meerly becauſs 
uch a fad Afﬀtliction as their being falſely repreſen- 
ted by Satan, has befallen them, do not do as they 

kl be done by. I bleſs the Lord, it was never 
the pordon allotted to me, nor to any Relation of 
mine to be thus abuſed. But no man knoweth 


what ray happen to him, ſines There be juf a 


| # A > — . _— 
+ CE EE va ” 


| 
| 
4 


| | 
! 


— S: 


—_— 
hd des. Midi nlth F er —— 
Fe 


34 Caſes of 


ts. te 
2 


unto hapnetb FE © fo the rb of the 
ons whale F Ke 


ef. 8. 14. Bur what necds more to 
: aid, fince there is one amongſt -ourſclves 


whom no man, that knows him, cats think lim: 


to be a Wizzard, whom yer ſuc bewitdtied per- 
ſens com d of, that they are. his Sha 


Fein : And che Leils have oftavs; zcoufed 


1 5 minent Pe:ſons. 


, It. 8 an awful thing which the Lord has done to 
cquvince. ſpme amonglt us ot their. error. This 
then I Decl:2e and Teltity, that to take away the 
life of any onz; meerly' becauſe a Spectre or Devil, 
in a Bewizched - or Voſſeſſed prion does accuſe 
them, will bring the Guile of An I1OCCne Plood on 
the Land, where ſuch a thing ſhall be done. 
Mercy fortid that it ſhould, ( Ma I cruſt that as 
ie has ner, ic never will be fo ) in New: England. 
What does fuch an Evidence amount unto more 
then this. Eicher fuch an otfe Giul atfict ſuch an 
one, or the Devil in his likeneſs, or his Eyes were 
bewitched. 

The things which have been m2:nitioned make 
way for, and bring us unto the Second Caſe, 
which is to come under our Conſideration, 

Viz. 
If one Bewitched is ſtruck dewn at the Look- or Caſt 


& the Eye of ancther, and aftes that Recovertd a an 
Touch from the [ame Perſon, is v.t this an ible 


Proof that the Perſon Stſpecled and Complained 4 5s bs - 


Leapne with th: Devil y 
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concerning Witchcrafts 35 
things as theſe Witchcrafts and Witches have beer 
Giicovered more then once or twices And that afr 
il Fame or other Circumſtances attending the 
luſpeted Party, this may be a ground for Exa- 
miaation ; but this alone does not afford ſuſfici- 
ent matter for Conviation, As Spetires or Devils 
appearing in the Shapes of men that have beerr 
murdered, declaring. that they were murdere& 
by ſuch perſons and in ſuch a Place, may give 
jult Occaſion to the Magiſtrate for Enquiry into 
the matter. One great Wicch-Advocate ( d } 
confeſfeth chat by this means Murders have been 
brought to Light ; yet that alone, if other Cir- 
cumſtances did got concurr, would not by the 
Law of God take away the Lite of any man. 
It my Reader pl-afeth, he ſhall hear what old 
Mr. Bernard of 

like to this, and the former. His words are 
(e ) © The naming of the ſuſpetted in 


* they have done here or there, as Mr. 


* ever found true, This is a great Prefumprion ; 


* would-not allow his witnefs of him in a point 


| ( 6), Wibfters Diſplayi ©@l Witcheraft. Pa 
(0, Fae: Dias of Saget icheraft, Pag 


298, zob. b _— Pag. 207, 208. 


- 
i 


Batcomb ſaith to a Caſe not un-' 


| ork 
cir- 


** Fits, and alſo where they have becn, and what: 
© mortons Children could do, and that often and- 
« yet is this bur a Prefumption, becauſe this is. 


'| © only the Devil Teſtimony, who can lye and 
\ that more often than ſpeak Truth. Chift- 


6 


—_— — ——_ 


it pr 


© the Innocent. Thus Mr. Bernard herd ed the 
. Caſe above fixty years 5p ; al BA my 
; ion- like a Wiſe and Orthodox Divine, 
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* moſt true. Nor St. Paul in the due praiſes of 


him and Sylgs. His witneſs then may nct be 


© received aFſufficient in caſe of ones Life. He 


© may ac:uſe an Innocent, as I ſhewed before in 


« Mr. :dmnds giving over ' his praQtice to find 


© &oikn Geois. And Saran we read would ac- 


* cuſs Fob to God Himſelf to be an Hypocrite, 
& and to be ready to be a Blaſphemer. And he 
® is called the Accufer of the Brethren. Albeit 
© I zannot deny but this has very often proved 
E.trge, yet ſecing the Devil is fuch an one as you 
* heard, Chriſtian men ſhould not rake his wit- 
® neſs, to give in Verdidt upon Oath, and fo 
© {wear that the Devil has therein ſpoken the 
© Truth. Be it far from good men to confirm 
& any word of the Devil by Oath, if it be not 
* an evident Truth without the Devils TeſtimGo» 
*ny, who: in fpeaking ths truth has a lying 


© Intent, and] ſpeaks ſome truths ofchings done, } 
_« which may be found to be fo, that he my 


* wrap with them ſome pernicious Lye, whi 
« cannot be tried to be true, bur muſt reſt upon 
© his own Teſtimony ta infnare the Blood of 


at he ſays, reacheth both this and M 
Cafe. Doctor Corrs ( a Learned Phyſician) 
his Book about The Tryel of Hon fs,  fhewjhe 
rhe true and right Method of the Diſcouety 0i®. 
Cenſat ation of Birfonain Fax: (which BookH 


bb. 


aw 


® concerning Witcherafts : Ir 


dicates to the Righe Honourable Sir Edward 
Lord Chicf Juſtice of England) (f)) He == 
cqurits concerning the Exploraticn 0 
the Touch of the Witch ering the 7 rE 
and fheweth the Fallibi ley and Vanity 
way of Tryal, tho* he bad often ſen. perk 
Bewitched in that way olbes of, delve 
from the preſent Fit or Agony wink was \ 
them. Bur he taketh ic to be be a Di 
Mirade. He a thus, (pg) © N 
og — doubt but thar the yertue wherewith 
* was inducd, is fupernarural. If jc be "I # | 
- can man, x whom nochinglsfhmphy oflible thas - 
« 15 not natural, be juſtly Rnd 18 ent ther 
«in? If he cannot be eſteemed in h 
ſible or true Agent, then it renainerh-'Þ 
«fo can only be intereſſed therein'ss irs A 
in Conſent [ors Sena Fl -__ 
T * Power. If that Superiour Power | th Dev 7 
© the leaſt reaſonable doubt rere inin 
* the Devil alone or with the Conſent i 
* trad of the _ perfan has p 
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* ſion may cauſe ſupernatural Concomitances and 
* Conicquences to attend the natural Actions 
« of men without their Allowance, as 15 manifeſt 
| * in Pcoflefidd Pertons, how is it rcafonatle 
Tand juſt that the Impotitions of the Devil 
| * ſhould be imputed unto any man. And ( faith 
© he ) God forbid that the Devils Signs and Won- 
© ders, nay his Truths ſhoukl become auy legal 
| * Allegations or Eyidences in Law. We may. 
© theretore concludz it unjuſt that the forenamed 
* Miraculons Etfe& hy the Devil wroughe and 
þ imputed by the Bewitched, ſhould be eſteemed 
* an infallibl: Mark againſt any man, as therefore 
« convinced for that the evil and the Bewitched 
© have ſo decyphered | im ? Thus that Learned 
Man. But to the caic in hand, I have ſeveral 
| things to offer. 
| 1. It ss poſſible tha; the Perſons in Queſtion 


| mey be Pcfieſed with Cacodeemens, That be 
| witched Pertons are many times really poſſeſſed 
; With evil Spurs, is m-{t certain. And as Mr. 

| Perkins obſerves, no man can prove but thae 
» VWirchcratt might be the cauſe of many of 
thoſe Yoſle!hons, which we read of in the 

| Goſpel. And that Devils have been immitted 
into the Bodyes of miſerable Creatures .by Mas 

| icians and Witches, Hiſtories and Expericace 
do abundantly teſtity.  Hierom (bh) velates 
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I concerning Witchcrafts 39 


concerning a certain Virgin, that a young 
man, whoſe Amours ſhe deſpiſed, prevailed 


with a Magician to ſend an evil Spirit into 


her, by m2ans whereof the was ftr bee 
ſorted. Tis reported ( 5) of Simen Magus that 
after he had uſ:4 an H-llih Sactitice, to be 
revenged of ſome that<had call:d him a great 
Witch, he cauſed iafernal Spirits to enter into 
them. Many confelling Witches have 
knowledged that -they were the cauſe of 
and ſich Perſons being Poſſ:iſ:4 by evil" 
gels, as (&) Thyrexs and others have obſer 
ved. Now no Credit ought to be given to 


what Demons in ſuch, as are' by them Obs. 


ſſſ:d, ſhall ſay. Our Saviour by his 'own 
une ring Examplz has taught us not to receive 
the Devi Teftimony in any thing, The 
Papiits are juſtly Condemned for bring 
Diabolical Teſtimoay to confirm the Printapk 
of theic Religion. Peter Cottan this Jeſuit ( 1) 


enquired of the Devil in a Poileiſed Perſon 


what was the cl:areſt Scri to 
Purgatory. At the time when Lachey dy 
all the poſſeſſed people in the Neebe' 


$ 


were quizt. The Devi in them, laid the 
(k) > Dp Be Ma 6b, I. 
» 16. page 30. 
(1) Thuanus Lib. x30. fege 1136. 
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4» Caſes of Conſcience 

reaſon was, becauſe Luther ( wm) had been 
a great Friend of theirs, and they owed him 
that reſpe& as to go as far as Germany to 
attend his Funeral. Another time when there 
was a talk of ſome Miniſters of the reformed 
Religion, the Devils in the Obſeſſed laughed 
and faid they wcre not at all afraid of them, 
for the Caluinifts and they were very good 
Fir:nds, The Jeſuits infult with theſe Tifti- 
monies as if they were divine Oraclss. But 
the Father of Lizs is never to be bclicved. 
He will uttet Twenty great Truths to make 
way for one lyc. Ile will accuſe Twenty 
Witches, if he can but thereby biing one 
Innocene Perfon into Troutlc. He mixeth 
Truths wich Lics, that fo thoſe Truths giving 
Credic unto Ties, men may believe both, an 
ſo be deceived. And wheicas fome ſay that 


the Perſons in Queſtion are only bewitched | 


au} not poſleiſed, let it be Conſidered that 
pole ſicd perſons are called Energaanens from 
EPJOMAI Azirrr, They whole Bodys are 
Preternat:yally agirated, fo as to be in danger 
of being thrown inco the Vire or into tho 
Water, though they may be bewitched, are 
undoubtedly pottciied with Demons. Mark 9. 
22, 25. Leain:d men ; 4) give it 384 moſt 


(m) Thyrews ubi jupra page 16. 
(a, Henkel wi /u 7.4 page 47. 50. : 
certain 
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concerning TWitchcrafts 4x | | 
certain ſign of pollzihon, when the Aﬀiated |} | 
party can ſee and hear that which no one 
elſe can diſcern any thing of, and when 
can diſcover (+) ſecret things. Aﬀs 6. 16. 
paſt, or future, ( b ) as a pofſeifad perſon in 
Germany foretold the War which broke out in 
the year 1546. And when the Limbs of | 
miſerabls Creatures are bent and disjoyneed © — 
as could not peſlibls be wichour a Luxation | 
of Joy nts, were it not done by a preternatural | 
hand, and yet no hurt raiſed thereby, that argue » | 
eth Poiſcition. Allo, when perſons are by the 
Devil caſt into Fits, ia the which they ſpeak of | 
things, thataſrerwards they have no remembrance | 
of (e) or, it they are by cruel Devils tortured, | 
ſo as to cauſe horrendous Clamours in the Diſtre( 
ſed Sufferers, that's another ſign of Obſcſlion by 
evil Spirits, If all thefo things concurr in the 
perſons concerning where the Queſtion is, we 
may condude them to be Damomacks. And if 
ſo, no Jwrer can wich a ſafe Conſcience look on 
the Teſtimony of ſuch, as fufficient to take away 
the Life of any man. 

2. Falling down by the caſt of an Eye proceeds ndt 
from a natural , but. an Arbitrary Cauſe, Not 


(} ) Brockmand. T he}. pape 265, 
( b) Melanctbon Epit.. (c ) Top atus it. Mat. Þ. 
| Queſt, 114 («d) Baldwin Caſe of Conſe. 
| TL. 3. G 3. . 621. 
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from any Poyſon in the Eye of the Witch, but | th:: 
from the Agency of ſome Demey. The Opinion | L-: 
of Faſcination by the Eye is an old Fable. And | ez'!i 
(faich Mr. Perkins ) as fond as old. Pliry (6) | arc 
ks of a p_ that killed Folks by looking on | whe 
em, and he adds that they had two Apples in | hur 
each Eye. And Tully writes of women who had | the 
ewo Apples in one Eye that always did miſchicf | ful 
| with their meer Looks. So Ovid. Prupela duplex | Sci 
b fulminat, And Plutarch (p) writes that ſome | So 
perſons have ſuch a poyſon in their Eyes as that | Ey 
their Frizads and Familiars are faſcinated thereby. | be 
| Nay he. ſpeaks of one that Bewitched himſelf | tt: 
| ſick by looking on his own Face in a Glaſs. | W 
| . Others wiite of Faſtination by a meer Prolation | re 
| of words. And for ought I know, there may he | rv 
as much witchery in the Tongue as there is in | H 
the Eye. Senmertus ( q ) has diſcovered the Su- | pt 
-pdritition of theſe Fancies. Sighe does not | 
rocced from an Emiflion of Rayes from the | © 
Eye, but. by a reception of the viſible Species | 9 
AnG if it be ( as Philoſophers conclude ) an 
Innocent Action and not an Emitſlion of y wig 
Spirits, ſo that ſight as ſuch, does rective ſome- 
thing from the CbjeR, and nor a& upon It, & 
'  no:ion of Faſcination by the Eye is un . 
phical. Ir 35 true, that fore Eyes will affe& thoſe 


(o) Lib. 7. Cap. 2. (p) F Sympeſ. cap. 7. | 
(9g) Aied. grecl. 4b, 6. yari.g. Cap 1.- 


that 


concerning Witcherafts 43 
tnat look upon them. Dm ſpeftam Oculi. Leſos, 
Louvuntur et ph , tor which ens Reaſon 5 

e'iiy to be affigned, Bur if the Wirches eyes - 
| are thus infe&ed with a natural Contagio! 
whence 1s it, chat only Bewixched Perſons are 
hure thereby ? if the vulgar Errour erning 
the Beaſilists killing with the Look of his poy 
ful eye, were a Truth, whatever: 
Serpenc calt |1:zs Eye upon would be poyſoned. 
So if Wirzhos bad a phyſical Venom in their 
Eyess others as well as faſcinared perſons. would 
be ſenſible chereef. There is as much Truth in 
ehis Phanſy of Phyſical Vename in the. Eye. of a 
Wirch, as there is in what Piiny ( t ) and others 
relate concerning the Thibiaws, vis. thar-they have - 
wo Apples in one Eye, and the $ "of an 
Horle in tie cther \Eye ; and that they are 2 
ple that canmor he drowned: ei 

4. As for that which coucerns the Bewitched Per- 
ſons being recovered out of their Agonies by the Touch 
of the Suſpeclied Party, it is ' various ard follil 

For ſometimes the Aﬀicted Perſon is. made 
ſick, (inſtead of bing made whole) by rhe rouch 

of the Accuſed. Sometims' the Power of Ima- 
"ination is ſuch as that the Touch of a Perſon in- 
Noacent and not accuſed ſhall have the Game effeR. 
It is related in the Account of the Tryals of 
Wirchigs at Bury in S»ffolk 1664 during the tims 


(t) Lib. 2. cap. 2. Wierns L. 6.C. 9. p. " ) 
". ; ; r 
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(#') of the Tryal there were ſome Experiments 
Made with the pRIER affitd, by bringing the 
Accuſed to touch them, and it was obſerved that 
by the leaſt Touch of one of the ſuppoſed Witch- 
es, they that were in their Fitts, to all mens A 


xenſion wholly deprived of all ſenſe and _ 


erſtandings, would ſuddenly ſhriek out and open 
their hands. 
Mr. Serjeant Keelinz, did not think that ſufh- 
cent to Convitt the Priſoners, for admitting that 
the Children were in Truth Bewitched, yet ( Gaich 
he ) it cannot be applyed to the Priſoners upon 
the Imagination only of the Partizs Atiiaed. For 
af that might be allowed, no Perſon whatſoever 
can be in ſafety, for perhaps they might tancy a- 
nother Perſon who might alcogether be innocene 
in fach matters. To avoid this Scruplz it was 
privatdly defired by the Judge, chat fome Gentle- 
RS | moore, would attend one - the Hr 
empered in the farther of the Ha 
- whalſt ſhe was in her Ficts, and __ to ſend tor 
one of the Wirches to try what would happen, 
which they did accordingly. One of them 


B_ 
convey'd from the Barr, and hroughe to the AL. 


fied Maid. They put an Apron before hi 
Eyes, and then another perſon ( not the Witch; 
touched her, which produced the ſame Effet, as 
the Touch of the Wirch did in the Court. Where 


( 7) See the Tra, pag- 49. 44 45 


4 tous) a bewitched perfon, a thing often -— i 


vpn; the Gen:lerion returned much anſied. . 
—_ ( 5 | relates that a Witch who was try 
t Nants, was .commanded by the Judges 'to- 


ud by the Judges of Germany in the Þ 
Chamver, The Witch was extrcamly un 


vr, '[ am undone; and as foon as ever the 
to:ched the Attited perſon, the Wirdh ll 
down dead, and the other recovered. Thi 
bore Wicch of Satizhwry, Ann Bodenham {( 1 } 
who had been. Servant to the Notorious 'Con- 
jurcr Dr, Lamb, could not bear the of 
vie that was Bewirched by her. - Aﬀoon as es 
ver the ſaw the Amited Perfon, the ran abegt 
ſhri:king, and crying, and roaring, afrer un 
Hi.ſcous manner, that the Devil would Tear 
hec. in pieces, if that Perſon .came near hen. 
And whilſt the Witch was ia \ſach Torment, - 
the Bewitched was at cafe, By theſe We 
ke that the Laws and Cuſtomes of the King 
dome of Darkneſs are not always and Tn | 
places the lane. 


| Aud it is good for men_60 concern them- 
ſelves with 'them 'us lirtle as may be. 


Cf) in Domevomania See Ms. Brombals 
tions pag. 236. (t ) Ste the Printed -Re- 


datinn ge 30,J37- (-u ) wi fupraryay. 121. . 
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I think there i; weight in Dr. Cortd's ( « ) 
Argument, Viz. 

That the Gift of healing the Sick and Poſſeſſed was 
# ſpecial Grace and Favour of God, for the Con 


firmatim of the Truth of the Goſpel, but that ſach a 


Gift ſhoild br annexed to the Tonch of Wicked 
Witches, as an mfalible ſign of their Guilt, is not 4) 
to be believed, Its a thing well known, that if a 
Perſon polled by an Evil Spirit, is ( as oft ic fo 
happens ) never ſo outragious whilſt a good man 


| bs Praying with, and for the Aftlicted, let him lay 


his hand on them, and the Evil Spirit is quiet. I 
hope this is no evidence of any Covenant, or vo- 
luntary Communion b2:we2n the Good man that 
is Praying and the Evil Spi.it. No moure dos 

the Caf: before us, Evince any tun thi12, 
<- There are that Queſtion the Law{lneſs of the 
Experiment. For it this h:1ii2g pow 23r ia the Wiczh 
is not a Divine bur a Liabclizal Gitt, it may be 
dangerous to med(il: too m.:ch with ic. It the 
Witch may be ordered to touch Aflliazd4Perſons 
in order to thcir h-aliag or recovery, out of a ſick 
Fict, why may not tie Dilzaſed perlon be aswell 
ordered to Touch the Wicch for the ſame cauſe ? 
And if to couch him , why not to ſcratch him and 
ferch Blood out of him, which is but an harder 
kind of Touch ? But as for thi; Mr. Perkins douhts 
not to call it, « Pradice of Witchcraft, It is not 
fafe ro m:ddle wich any of the Devils Sacraments 
or Inſtitutions. For My ow» part, I ſhould be hath 
fo 


Hh \ 
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to ſay to @ man, that I knew or thoug br fon (# RJ © 
do you look on fuch « Perſon, and |: if Wheh - 49 7 
them into a Fitt. And there is fi roy Fr ied Perſon _ & | 
do you take them by the Hand pra no Fach 7 
them well again, If it is by wertue of ſome Conrath 
with the Devil, that Wi al bave power to ds ſuch 
things it is bard to conceive bow they can be bid to ds 
chem, without being tco much concerned in tha: Helliſh 
Covenent. I take it to be (as elſewhere (w) I have 
expreſſed ) a ſolid Principle, which the Learned 
po. o/ags inſiſts on, Viz. That they who force anc- 
ther to do that which be cannot poſſibly do, but by vertus 
of 8 Co with the Devil, bave j jon rank — 
ly Communion, with the Diabelical Covenant. 
Devil is pleaſed and honoured, when any of by 
Inſticutions, are made uſe of, This way of dif 
covering Wirches is no better than that of 
the Urine of the Aﬀfliced Perſon into a 
that ſo the Witch may be Tormented, and Dif- 
covered. The Vanity and Superfiiion o of which 
praQice I have forms ſhewed, and | 
againſt. There ws: 6 Cs bis oe Jer mas Eden 
Drake ( x) wh taught « ment ſe tht Exerimn | 
off che Fr of bis Aﬀiited Daug Hanger 11" W 


ut we ought kata © 
MOU tO == Witches,nor may we == ws 


(w ) Remarkable Providences. page 867. ( x ) See 
Mr. Burtons Hiſtory of Demons page 136. and My. 
Roberts Narratroe of the Witches m ou 
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of a Wi:te healing Witch ( as they call them; to |? 
find out a Bl:ck and Ekvody ove. And how Cid men 
- firſt come to know that Witshes would be citco- 
vered im ſuch wayes as theſ*, which have tcen 
menyoned ? Ir Satan him{clt weio the tirft cifce. 
verer ( as there is reafon to believe ) the expe: i- 
ment muſk needs have deceit in it. ſee Dr. W:Uron 
Exod : 7. Queſt. 9. And ſuch Experiments berter | 
become Pagans or Papiſts than P:ofctiors in New 
England ; whereas tis pleaded that iuch. tl:ings are 
ratifed by the Jadges of the Imperial Chamber, 
[ Reply, that thoſe Judges ( as Bedia relates, } 16. 
| [1 Eamon. Cap. 6. ) have required ſuſpected 
| itch&s ro pronounce over the affiaed perſons, 
theſe words, [ Bleſs thee in the Name of the Father, 
&c. upon which they have immediately recove- 
ed ; but is the dark day come upon us, that 
Superflitions as thels ſhall be praRtifed in 
| New-England. The Lord Jeſus forbid it. See 
Baldwin lis Teſtimony againſt the Practice of 
| 99 Camera Imperiali:. Caf. Cenſc. L. 3. c. 3. page 
34- 
| F. If the Teftimony of @ Bewitched cr Pefſeſſed 
| CEA of Fs Af what they ſee fee 
| themſelves, then it is ſo as to cthers, whom they 
| offiitied no leſt thew thewſelves, But what they af 
firm concerning others, is not to be taken for E- 
vider. xz. Whencc had they this SUPernatcgr pe 
Sight ? Ie muſt needs be either from Heaven or 
trom Hell. It from Heaven, ( as Eliſhd's _ 
> an 
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and Bales Aſs could diſcern Angels.) let their 
Teſtimony be received. But if had this 
Knowledge from Hell, tho' there may poflibly 
be truth in what they affirm, they are not legal 
Witneſſes. For the Law of God allows of ne 
Revelation from any other Spirit but himſelf, 
]ſss. 8. 19. It isa Sin againſt God to make uſe of 
the Devils help to: know that which cannot be 
otherwiſe known. And I teltifie againſt it, as 8 
great Tranſgreſſion, which may juſtly provoke 
the Holy One of Ifracl, to let looſe Devik on 
the whole Land. Luk. 4. 35. See Mr. Bernards 
Guide to Juries in caſes of Witchcraft. p. 136, 
137; 138. And Brochmand. Theol. de Angelis $227. 
Altho the Devils Accuſatians may be fo far re- 
. chang as to cauſe an Enquiry into the Truth of 

ings. Job 1. 11, 12. & 2. 5, 6. yet not ſo asto 
be an Evidzgce or ground of Conviction. The 


Perſons, concerning whom the Queltion 5, 


ſee things through Diabolical Mediums. On 
which account their Evidence is not meer hu- 
mane Teſtimony. And if it be in any pare Div 
abolical, ir is not to be owned as A 
For the Devils Teſtimony ought nor to be receive 
ed ncither in whole, nor in part. I am told by 
credible perſons, who ſay it is certainly true, that 
& Bewitched Perſon has complained that ſhe was 
aſt into Firs by the Look of a Dog; and that 

was no more able to bear the of thax 
Dog, then of the perſon whom ſhe accuſed Iz= 


| 4 » EIS ee a dt tree A a - 


, any word out of the Law of God which ves in rhe 


'S humane Teſtimony. Dewr. 35. 30. Bur the word 


| out of Murderers, Aculterers, and other Crimi- 


ſes o© Conſcience 
. a | ' 4 k | ; : 


witching , her. - And that thereupon the Dogg 
was ſhot to dearh. This Dop wa tio Das 
_ for then they could not have }iil-d him. Iſp- 
poſe no one will ſay that Logs are 'Witches. it 
remains then that the caſting cown with the 
Look is no infallible ſign of a Witch. 

8. It has always been ſaid, thar it is a Cifficult 
thing tofind out Wirches. Burt if the Repreſen- 
tation. of ſuch a perſon as aftliaing, or the I ook 
or Touch be an infallible proot of rhe guile of 
Witchcraft in the -perſons complain:d of, "tis 
the eaſielt thing in the world to difcover them. 
For it -i5 done to our hand, and there needs 
no enquiry into the matrer. 

9. Let them ſay this is an infallible Proof, frodvce 


lkeaft countenance that Aſſertion. The Word of God 
inſtructs Jurors and Judges te proceed upon clear 


no where giveth us the kait Intimation, that e- 
» very one is a Wicch, at whoſe Look the Beu itch- 
ed perſon ſhall tall-into Firs. Nor yet that any 
other means ſhould be uſed for the diſcovery of 
Warches, then winat may be uſed for the finding 


nal. .. : 
x0. Sometimes Antipathies in Nature hays 
firange and unaccountable Eifeas. I have reg, 


was no Wizzaid would f:ll into Firs Thets 
| _ 


of a man that at. the ſight of his own Son, Who' 


A <a4n000%n9 2.29 ”w4222 25 S880. OH & 


| 
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that find in their Natures an averſenefs to ſbme'.* 
perſons whom they never ſaw bctore,of which they 
| can give no 


fight 


VE wy — LG %. Id Pn is dx 7 clin 


concerning r Witchcrafts 1 


an acceunt then he in 


Non Amo te Sabids, nec poſſum dicere | 
Saeay 3 


&c. Nay, at the ſight of Cheoles, i 


Mi Rp wil ll noe is too well known 
yep. in his Learned Diſcourſe 


De Palvere $ :/15-ewd P. x28. Saith, there 
was one in the of that could not bear : 
the ſight of a Swines Head. - that he knew-&-.. 
nother who was not able to look on the | Pifture | 
thereof. - Amatus Laſitenus ſpeaks of one that atthe:. 
of a Roſe would fyoon away. This pros 
veth that the Ballin ino a Fr, at the \F 
nocher is not always a ſi be eine Ie nity 
proceed fromNature Power of Imagination  _ 
To conclude ; judicious Coſuife (1 t ) hare deter ® 
fnined, that to make iſs of to come to. * 
the knowledge of an matter, which hare fuck” 
power in them by Natuce, nor by Divine Laftituri- 
on, is an Implicit going to the Devil to make a Dif 
covery : Now ther no Natural Powe i the ook 
or touch of a Perſon to bewiteh another... 
this' by Divine [nſticution the means "44 
Witcheraſe is Diſcovered, Theres TH. a 
WISETS practiſe. =: oy: | 
< « 


DA A <A. A < - 


*. 0 | —— — 


| #5 -Eaſes 


” _ —— 


| 
-4 


of Conſcience. . 
{ tioned are not infallible Proofs of Guile inthe Accu- pe 
| fed party, it is then Qleried, Hherher rhere are any bY 
Dyſcovertes of th:s Crime, which Thrors and fudges my : 
| Whtb @ ſaſe Co.{cience preceod ut vn to the Convoiction and pt 
Condenmation.of the V crſens ruder Suſpicion ? ; 
| _ . Let me here premiſe wo things, 
| » The evidence 1a thi; C11me- onght to be as 
£ as in any other Crimes ot a Capital Nacure. 
'. *Fhe word of God docs nv where intimate, that a 
Icks clear evidence, or that fewer or other witnef- 
fs may be taken as {yſcient to convict a man of 
'  Sercery, which would noe be enough to conviet 
him wete he charged with another evill worthy of 
Dewh. Nuamb; 35. 30.it we may nottake the Oath 
of a diſtracted perſon or of a pollcfied perſon in a 
| caſe of Murder, "Theft, Felony ot anv fort, then 
' grither may we do it in the Cafe of witchcraft. 
2. Ler me premile this alſo,that there have been 
wayes of trying witches long ufed in'many Nations, 
Eipecially in the dark tines of Faganiſm and Pope+ 
| ty which the righteous God never approved of. But 
_ which''as( putitzous Mr Perkins exprefileth it in 
in Enplih y were I:vcntud by the Devil, that fo 
env Pertons mit; be condemned, and fome 
notorious witches cfczpe, Yea, many fuperftixios 
| and Magical expoiimonty hive ' beet ufed to try 
, winchas by. Of this fort$ that of ſcratching the 
Fitch, or ſeething the urin of the Bewitched F 
or making a witch-cake. wich that urine. And that 
Teal of putting chcir hands into fealding water, 
+ to ſeeff itwill nor-haure them. Ahd thatof 
Neking an Awls under the feat of the ſuſpeRed. 


. — —— _— —— 
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concerning Witchcralts FF | - 
party, yea, and that way of Uicorwing ena -1 3 
tving theit hands and feet, andcaſting them on thi 
water, totry whether they will ſink or ſwim. 1 did 
publickly. bear my Teſtimony againſt this ſuperſtig 
tion in a Book Printed at BoFon Eight years paſt. 
I hear that of late fome. in a Neighb6ur Coleny 
have bcen playing with this diabolical invention. 
It is to be Lamenced that in ſech a Laid ew bs. © 
wes as New-Fngland once was, a practice which Pro- "A 
teftant writers generally condemn as ſinful, and -* 
which the more 1tober and Learned men a 1 
Papitts themſelves have not only judged unlawtgl 
but ( to exprets it in their owne Terms ) to be no 
Jeſs than a Aerial Si, ſhould.cver be hoard of, 
Were ic not that the L_ of Chriſt to judge. * 
ree carth drawcth near, I thould think that fugh *« 
Prakifſzs are an unhappy omen that the Devil and 
Pagans will get theſe dark Terricories into thelc _ 
poilcliion agan, But that I may not- be thought* 
to have no Reaton for my calling the } 


Experiment into Queſtion, I have cheſe theſe things | 
turcher to all:dge againtt it. | '', 
1. lc has been rexcted long agon, by Chriſtian | 
Nations as a thing Superſtitious and etabukeal, In - 
Laly and Spain ir is wholly dilufed; And ( @ ) i 
the Low Comrejs, and in France, where the Judge 
avs Mon of I carning. In fome parts of Germany. 
old Pug ani Cuitoms are obſerved more- then in 6- 
ther Countreys, neverthelcts all the { þ ) Atrcade- 


('s. ) Dolria, Diſquiſ. Magic. pag. 642, 4 
(6 ) Mid dg Magic, 60p. 10. dub, 1 x}, * 
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E _— GernghomGer many hare diſapproved of this 


2.The | & init. AllSuperſtition i-trom him. And - 
when ſecret things, or Latexe Crimes,are diſcovered - | 
by practices, ſome Compact and Com- 


munion with the Devil the Cauſe of it, as Auftin 
{ BI truly intimated. And fo it is here» For 
| Afa Wigrch cannot be drowned, this mult. 

. .eitherfrom ſome narural cauſe, which ir doth not, 
 foriths nature tor humane Bodies, when 


hands and fect are tryed, not toſink under the watcr. 


| Beſides, they that plcad tor this ſuperitirion, fay thar 
| "© An to be Condemned for fome ©- 


: 5 


cr appoiated 

ugeeltion of p by 

2% 2g And fome ( & ) learned men are of O- 
um. , that the firſt Explorator (beg a W bite Witch) 

| Gt idly covenant with theDevil,chat he ſhould 

; *ilcover Latew Crimes in this way : And: that it is 

{ by vertuc of that firſt Contra that the Devil 

PILE ko yr Horner gy when this 

emony aining is pled. Moreover, we 

know tiat Diabolus ef Dei Simis, the Devil ſecks to 

P (a4 Þs Dad: chyidlians. Lib, 2: Capsae, 23. (4) Dari eyamlderes 
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toncerntng Whtet 


imitate Divine Miracles We read in 
Story,that ſome of the rs when they 
{Perſzcutors ord ered to be drowned, prov 
immerlibl:, T his Miracle -wold the Devil imi- .. 


—_ 


rate in cauſing Witches, who are his Martyrs not tO . & | 
ſink when they are caſt into the Waters. on 
This way of Purgation is of the fame natuth Y 


with the old. Orde-ts of the Pagans.If men were acc. + K.2 
ſed wich any crime, to clzar theic ' innocency they © | 
we” take an hot Iron into cheir hands, ortofuſſ is 
ing water to be poured n roats, 
if chey rc-ived no hurt thereby they were acquit 
ecd.Ti4z was the Devils invention, and many times 
( as the Levi! Would have it ) they that | 
to theſe Trial, ſuffered no Inconvenience., 'Ne- - 
verthelzſs, ir is altoniſking | to think whar inno- 0 
cent Blood has been ſhed in the Work by | 
of this So Device. Witches have 
(as ( « ) Sprenger obſerves) deſired tae” 
night ſtand or fll by this Tis 
and ſometimes come off well. 
was uſed in ather Caſs and not Cabs of 
craft only. And fo was the Vutgar Probatics, 3-H 
caſting 1 120 the Warer practiced upon perſons ac : 
cuſed (f ) wich other Fries ©” ales that X 5 4 1 
Witchcraft. How it came to be reſtrained to tha 4 4 
of Witchcraft, I cannot tell. Ir is as Supernatural 
for a Body whoſ: hands and feer are _—* 
above the Water, as it is for their hands not to fra i 
a red hog Iron. If the one of thee Ordeals is law- 
( e ) Inmillco malleficarum: p.421. | 
{-6) Men CEC TIO 
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filto be uſed, then ſo is the other too: But as for 


tm: fiery Ordeal it is rejeted and exploded out 
of tne World ; for the fame reaſon then the Tryal 
by Water ſhould be fo. | 

' 4 It 5 a Tempting of God when men put the 
Inno-ency of their Fellow-Creatures upon fuch 
Tryals. To defire the Almighty to. ſhew a Mira- 


de to clear the Innocent, or to Convid the guit | 
ty is a n:oit Prefumptuous Tempring cf tim. Was 


*it not a Miracle when Peter was kept 1rom Sinking 
under ti:zz Warer by the Ominipotency of Chuilt, 
As for Satan, we know that |1.is ambition is to 
make his S2rvants believe that his Power is ccual 
to-Gods, and that therefore he can preſerve whom 
he plealech. 1 have read ( g) of certain Magici- 


ans, who were {cen walking on the Water. If then; 


Guilty perſons ſhall Float on the Waters, either. it 
is-the Devil that cauſeth them to do ſo, ( as no 
doubt it is ) and what have men to do to ſet the 


, Devil on work; or elſe it is a Civine Miracke, |}. - 
"Hike that of Peters not Sinking, or that of the Iron 


that Swam at the word of E/iſhs. And ſhall men 
try whether God will work a Miracle to make a 
Diſcovery ? If a Crime cannot he found out but 
by Miracle, it is not for any Judge on. Farth to 
nlurp that Judgment which is reſerved. far the 'Di- 
vine ]hronse. <8 T8 1 
5- his pretended Gift of Immerſibility- attend- 
ing Witches is a molt tallible deczicful thing. For 
many 2 Witch has ſunk under the. water. - Godd- 
mamus (5) giveth an account of fix notorious and 
(gEihrim Libs (4b) DeLamip. Ll. 3, 6 4 
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concerning Witcherakts JF  _ 
ckaly convicted Witches, that when they were © 
brought to Their wulger Probation, ſunk down under © 
the water like other perſons ;  Altbuſs affirms 
the like concerning others in the (5 ) Bobemian 
Hiltory ic is related that Urarſlans the King 
of Bohemia, extirpated Witches one of his King. 
dom, ſome of which he delivered to the A Ax, o- 
' thers of them to the Fire, and others of them he 
_— to be Ar ge P ny are —_ 

how came they to dye by drowning in Bobe- 
gui ? Beſides, it has ſomerimes been known ' that 
perſons who Fave floated on the water when the 
Hangman has made the Experiment on them have 


funk down like a Stone, when others have made 
the Trial. | 


6. The Reaſons comment all for - 
perſtiction are of no moment. faid they ha 
the water ;. whereas they have _ times 
that they might be caſt on the water in order to 


theie purgation. Ir is alledged, that watet is uſed 
* uy Bopsi ifs, therefore Wirches fwim. A weak Phan: 


ly. h 
Water. Cannot Witches eat Bread or drink ©” 
notwichſtanding thoſe Elements are made ws. 
in che Blefied harem Bur ( ſay Ge LED > 
vik by facking of them make them fo light 
the water bears them. Whereas ſore Wi A 
LWCe as heavy as many an innocent Perion.' T 
bit-then are Poſſafd with he Devil. uppole © 
{o ;: & che Devil afraid if they ſhould fink; that. ks - 
"0 drowned vb vham'? Hi why then . 24 
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| 58.. Caſes of Conſclence 
were the Gadarens Hogs drowned when the Devil 
was in them ? | 
"Theſe things being premiſed, I avſwer the Que- 
| fiion Aﬀirmartively. There are Procfs & the Con- 
uition of Witches which Jurors may with s ſafe Con- | 
ſcience proceed mpon, ſo as to bring them in Guilty, The 
Scripture which faith, Thow ſhalt not ſuffer @ Witch to 
live, dearly implics that fome in the world may be 4 


| known and proved to be V Vitches. For until they. 
be io, may and muſt be ſuffered to live.More- 
over we find in Scripture that ſome have becn con»: 
victed and executed for VVitches. For Saal cut off 
thoſe that bad familiar Syirits, and the Wizzards out of 
tbe Land, 1 Sam. 28. 9. 
| It may be wondred that Sa: who did like him 
that fail, Flectere # mequeo Superos Achercuts Movebo, | 
| ſhould cauſe the Wizzards in the land to be put to 
death. The Jewiſh Rabbies ſay, the reaſon was be+ 
cauſe thoſe Wizzaids forctold that David Jhould be 
| King, Iris (as Mr. Gaul (.k) obſerves) the o- 
pinion of ſome lcarned Proteſtants, that Seu in his 
Zeal did overdo. And that under the Pretext (1) 
of Witches he flew the Gibeomtes, tor which that 
Judgment followed.. 2 Sam. 21. 1. Neither ( faith 
Mr. Gaule ) want we the ftcried Examples of Gods 
Ku, ia noon thoſe that defamed, projecured and exe- 
cated them for Witches that mdeed were none, But we 
have in the Scripture the Example of a better Man 
than Sewl to encourag: us to make Enquiry after 


( & ) In his Cafes abcut Witchcraft p. 181. (1) So Dotiten 
| Willet conjectures on 0. Sam, 21: þ 
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would adviſe them to read and ' 
me God " Contdes them. 2g fo 
cep to the Law and to eſtimony, & pea 
aceording to that Word, receive the Light whack 
is in them. But the Books being now rare to be 
had, ler me cxpreſs my Concurrence with theng 


in theſe rwo particulan.... S 

1. That 4 free and Volulavy Confeſſion of the Crime 
make ty th Hye ny d Accuſed efter Exanti- 
pation, is 8 {uſfcient Coovid 
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Indeed, if Perſons are Liſtractcd, or under the 
Power of Phrenetick Melanchely that alters the caſe. 
But the Jurors that examine them, and their Neigh- 


bours that know them may eaſily determine that 


cale. Or if Confeſhon be ( m ) extorted, 'the E- 
vidence is not fo ckar and Conviftive. Tur if a- 
ny Perſons out of Remorſe of Conſcience, or from 
a Touch of God on their Spirits, confeſs and 


ſhew theic Deeds, as the Converted Magicians in 


= did A#, 19.18, 19. Nothing can be more 
car. Suppoſe a man to be ſuſpected for Murder, 
or for Commirring a Rape, or the like Nefandous 
Wickednef,, if he docs freely confels the Accuſation 
that's ground enough to condemn him, The <crip- 
ture approveth of Judging the wicked Scrvant out 
of his own Mouth. Ls. 19. 22. It is by fome ob- 
jeaed that perſons in Diſconcent may fallely accuſe 
themſelves. I fay, if they do fo, and it cannot bc 
proved, that they are falſe Accufers of themſclves, 
they ought to dye for their Wickedneſfs, and their 
Blood will be upon their own Heads. The Jury, 


the Judges, and the Land is clear. I havecrcad a ve- | 


ry fadand amazing and yctatrue ſtory tothis purpoſe 

There was in the Year 1649 in a Town called 
Lauder in Scctland a cenain woman accuſed andim- 
priſonedon ſuſpicion ofwitchcratt. When others in 
the ſame priſon with her, were convided, andtheir 
Execution ordered to be on the Monday following, 
ſhe dcfired to ſpeak with a Miniſter, to whom ſhe 


( m) v. Bodin Dwmononnnia. Lib, 4. 
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aclared | 
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concerning Wtchcrafts 6: 
declared freely that ſhe was guilty of Witchcraft, 
acknowledging alſo many other Crimes commirted 
by her, deſiring that ſhe might dye with the Reft.. 
She ſaid particularly that ſhe had Covenanted with 
the Devil, and was becoine his Servant, about twenty 
years before, and that he Kiiſzd her, and gave her 
2 Name, bur that ſince he had never owned her. Se- 
veral Miniſters who were jealous that ſhe accuſed 
herſelf untruly, charged it og her Conſcience, telling 
her that they doubted ſhe was under a Temptation 
of the Devil to deſtroy her own Body &Soul,and ad 
juring her in theNam? ofGod ro declare the Truth. 
Notwithſtauding all this, ſhe ſtily adhered ro what 
ſhe had ſaid,8& was onMonday morning Condemned 
and ordered to be Executed thar day. When ſhe 
came to the place of Execution, ſhe was filent until 
the Prayers were ended. Then going to the Stake 
where the was to bs Burnft; ſhe thus exprefled her- 
fell, All you that ſce me this Day! Rnow ye that I 
am to Dye as a Witch b; my en Con{e(ſton ? and I free 


| all men, eſpecially the Miniſters, and Magi rates from 


the Guilt 'of my Blood: 7 take ut wholly cn my ſelf, and 
as I muſt make an{wer to the God of Heaven, I declare I 
am as free from IWitchcraft as any Child, but being. ac: 
cuſed by a Malicious Woman, pu ampr! oned under. tbe. 
Name of a Witch, my Huchand aud Friends diſowned. 
me, and ſecing no bope of ever being in Credit @ 
gain, her" the Temptation of the Devil, I made 


that Confeſſion to deftroy my own Life, being weary of it 
and cog rather to D bs to re This ruLLO 
mentab 
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'"j Caſes of Conſcience. 


of whom could refrain from TeargThe Truth i 
this Relation ( faith my ( » ) Author } AN. 
'  1y attefted by a Worthy Divine now livi 

wasan Eye and an Far-witnefs of the w : mat- 
_— hs did that Miſerable Creature ſuffer | 
{ Death. And this was a juſt Exccution. When 
Amalekite confeſſed that he killed Saw, whom 
he had no !egal Authority to meddle with, altho by 
| A ble that he belicd Hark Dar+:d gave order 
| Set and ſaid to\ him, Ty Bleed be 


Mouth hath Teftiſyed apinſt ibee. 

4. ox” hos x. 16, 3 5450 Pigs of Con- 
file nk bras others, the caſe is not ſo.dear 
emſclves. Ahoy an not ſich Credible 

RE CR of Life andDeath is to be de- 
| Mary It is beyond diſpute, that the Devil makes his 
| Witches to dream ſtrange things of themſelves and 
, ertherswhich are not fo. Therewas (as Authors bce- 
ond Exceprion rclate ) in appearance a ſumptuous 

| preparcd, the wine & meat ſet forthin Veilels of 
' Gold Acertainperſon whoman amorous y 
| Had fallen in Love with was re preſented 
| ſee. to be really there, but py -o#$ FPIT, 
| 6 ) Cilcovered the Witchery of fon 

' In an inſtant all vaniſhed, ty _—_ but 

| Coales were to be ſeen. [294 ning bur === 
|  Honed in the _ __ Te wm 
certain women . that Imagi ey road upon 
Feafts in the night, and that they. had Dians and 


I *) Mc, Giochre inviſible Worlds p. 45. And Burton Hiſtory of 
Dawons. p. 123. (v) Boiſkard in vita —— p 
er04715 


ſup- 
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jar in ny wich them, op 
| of other 


Lacis, transformat ſe in diverſarum perſenarum ſpecies, 
et meniem quam caytivem tenet, in (nmmis end , 


perſons, and deludes the Souls that are his Capt 


1 Sam. 28, page 165, What Credit can be given 


© thoſe that iay they can turn men into Horſes 3 


ak ſo, they can as well turn Horſes inzo men. Yut 
the 


rational Soul ; and then they cannor tranatarm '«: 


Bruit into a man, nor a man into 'a Bruit. So-thar', 


this ſpare wang . phe ant WR: L 
may, ten does impoſe on the Imaginarions' 
of his Witches and Vaſſab, that they belizve them» 
ſelves to be Converted into Reafts, and. reverted - 


into men again. As Nebncadnezz.ar whileſt under ' 


* 


the Power of a Demen really i hi 
be an Ox, and would lye out of Doors and eat 
Graſs. The Devil has inflicted on many a m 

, ycant bropis, from whence 
Lonnie Conption of rheir 
Wolves. In a word, there is no moce Reality 
Witches confeſs of z 
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Satan transforms himfelt into the ikeneks of diverſs * {4 
with Dreams and Phar:ics, See Dr. Willet on | 


2 Witches on ca-th in Conjuntion with lj} 7 
the Devil in Hell, can never make or unmake a 7 
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mw 64 Caſes of Conſcience 


rolarny relate concerning Perſons and Things at 
iech-mectings, ought not to be received with too 
much Credulicy. 1 could mention diſmal Inſtan-* 
ces of Innocent Blood which has been ſhed by 
means ot the Lies of jom?2 confeflingWitches. There 
is a very fad Story mentioned in the Preface to 
the Relation of the Wirchcrafts in Sweedland, how 
that i: the year 16-5. at Stcckb l.zz, a young wo- 
man acculed hr own Mother ( who had tadecd 
been a very dad woman, but not guilty of Wit 
craft, and Swores that ihe had carried her te the 
Nocurn:! m:-tiags of Witches, upon which the 
Mother was burnt to death. Soon after the 
Daughter came crying and howling betore the 
Judges in open Court, declaring that to be revenged 
on her Mother tor an Ottence received, the had 
falſely accuſed her with a Crim? which the was 
not guilty of : for which ſhe allo was juſtly Exe- 
cuted. A molt wicked man in France, freely Con- 
feſſed himfclt co be a Magician ; and accuſed ma- 
ny others whoſe Lives were thereupon taken from 
them, and a whole Province had like to have been 
ruined thereby ; but the impoſture was dilcovered. 
The Confelling pretended Wizzard was burnt at 
Paris in the year 1668. I ſhall only take notice 
further of an awful Exampl: mention?d by A. B. 
Sporſwood in his Hiltory of Scotland. Pp. 449. Dis 
words are th:ſe. ©fThis Summer {( Viz. Anno. 
« 1597. ) There was a preat buſineſs tor the Try- 
* al of Wirches ; amongſt ochers one Margaret Atki 


; * being apprehended on Suſpicion and threatned 


« with 


«+ : 
MA 49_ _ = -- Py __—_ - 


of 


concerning Witchcraffs 65 .. 
© with Torture, did confeſs herſelf Guiley, Being | 
« Fx1mincd touching her Aſſociates in that Trade, ' J | 
« ſhe named a few, and perceiving her Delations MA | 
« find Credit, made offer to deteR all of that fort, f | 
& 2:1 to purge the Country of them ; to ſhe _— W-2 

er. | 


- -- 
' 


© have her Life granted. For the reaſon of 
«© Knowledg>, ſhe ſaid, rbat they bad @ ſecret mark 
' all of that ſort in their Eyes, whereby ſhe could ſurely 
* tell, how ſoon ſhe Looked upon any, whether they were 
&« Witches or not. And in this, the was ſo readily 
« believed, that for the ſpace of 3 or 4 Moneths 
& ſhe was carricd from Town to Town to make 
&« Diſcoveries in that kind. Many were broughe 
« in Queſtion by her Delations, eſpecially at hw i 
* gow, Where diverſe Innocent women, through t 
| « Credulity of the Miniſter Mr. fobm Cowper, were 
« condemned and put to death. In the end the was 
« found to be a meer deceiver, and ſent back to | 
« Fife, where ſhe was firſt apprehended. Ac her 
« Tryal the Afﬀirmed all to be falſe that ſhe had 
&« confeſled of her elf or others, and perſiſted in 
« this to her death, which made many: forethink 
« their too great Forwardnefs that way, and moved 
« the King to recal his Commiſſions given out 
& apainſt ſuch perſons, diſcharging all Proceedings 
« againſt them, except in caſe of Voluntary Con- 
| < teflion, till z folid Order ſhould be taken by 
«© the Eſtates touching tho form that ſhould bz 
© kept in their Tryal. Thus that famous Hiſtorian * 
2 If two credible Perſons ſhall affirm upon Oath that 
t hey have ſeen the Party accuſed peaking ſuch words, or 
dong things which we but ſuch 6s have Familiarity 
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with the Devil ever did or can ao, that's 8 (uſſicient 

Greand for Convition. A 
Some are ready to ſay, that Wizzards are not fo 

unwiſe as to do fuch ti:ings in the Sight or Hearing 


of others, But ir is certain that chey have ery often ' 


been known to do fo. riow often havs they becn 
ſeen by others uſing Inchantmeras ? Conuring to 
ratle Storms .? And have be2n heard calling upon 
* theirFamiliar Spirits? And have been known to uſe 
Spells and Charms? And ro ſhew in a Glaſs or 
In a Shew-ito::e perſons abſent? And to reveal 
| Secrets which could not be Qviſcovercd but by the 
Devil? And have not men been ſeen to do tl 

which are above humane ſtrcogth thar no man }- 
 ving could do,withourt Diabolical Ailiftances ? Clay 
dis was ſeen by witneſſes enough, to draw a Ship 
'which no humane ftrength could move. Ticcia a 
Veſtal Virgin was feen to carry water in a Sieve. 
TheDevit never aſſiſts men to do itipcrnatural things 
-indefired. When therefore ſuch like things ſhalt 
be 7 eftified againſt the accuſcd party not by Spge- 
Tres which arg Devils inthe Shape of perſons cither 
living or dead, bur by real men or women who 


may be. crcujred, ir is proof enough that ſuch an 


one has: thar Converfation and Correipondence 
with the Þevil 25 that he or ſhe, whoever they be, 
ought to be exterminated from amongſt men. This 
nowithſta icing, | wilt add ; It were berrer that 


Ten Suſpected VV itches fhould eſcape, than that 


one Innocent Perſon ſhovld beCondemned. Thar is 
an old faying au true, Preſtat reun nocenem ab 


fotvi, 


nn Ws — —_ 
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i concerniug antchrafts & 1 


ſotvi, am ex probibitis Indiciis & 
probatione condemmnar? It is berter & 
Guilty Perſon ſhould be ABSOLVED, I 
that he ſhould withour ſufficient ground of Convit- 
ion be condemned. I had rather judge. a Witch to 
be an honeſt woman, than judge an honeſt woman 
as a ade 1. The Word of direas men not te 
bo the Execation of the. moſt capital offen- 
7g unti ſach time as upon ſcarching diligently 
the matter is found to be a Truth, and the il i 
Deu. r3. x4. 15. 
An Acquaintance Jot mine at London m his 
of New-England declares, that as to their Religi 
Pcople there are like Mr. Perkins. It is no dulhe 
'to us, if that Ne found Age | am ſorry 
mongſt us begin to (lig great 6 a =, 
7 13 edt nnd A oC ode 
miration, on the account of % = ah. po acue 
It is a grave and good Advice which he giveth in lus Dif 


Go” WF 5 -_S _ WOES” 08” I" 0". 0 -- 0 


corſe of Witebyrajs. ( Chap. 7. Sect) wheremithT on 

@ \T would therefore with and adviſc all Turors 

their Vergiht Life and Death in Courts of Aſſtzes, pe 

good oo} that as they be diligent in Xeal of 

ding is Church, in detefling of Witches, by all; 

| Deans, þ Mike they $ ial bo earefut v D 
&e, mr 14 Condemn any party Suſpefled upon - 
Preſumptions, without fwd and ſufficient proofs, that they . 
be not puilty through their own Raſneſs of Shedding Inv * 
gener + Blood POET WH . OY 

en in hs Ye $43 
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4 Bas Firſt Caſe propoſed, Whether Satan may not 
. appear 1n the Shape of an Innocent and Pious 
well as Ti Nocent and Wicked perſon to Aiflict ſuch as 
fufter by Diabolical Moleſtations ? 

The Affirmative proved from Six Arguments. 

1. From ſeveral Scriptures. p.%. a 

2. Þccauic it 1s pothble for the Devil in the Shape 6 
Innocent Perſons to do other miſchiefs, proved by many 
Inſtances. p. 1t. 


 ' 3. Becauſe if Satan may not repreſent an Innocent | ' 


| Magicians by their Inchantments and Helliſh Conurati- 
| ons may cauſe 2 fall Repreſentation of | Perſons and 


- and Judicious men. p 28 


Perſon as AfMiicting others, it muſt be either becauſe 
he ' wants will, or Power to do this, or becauſe God 


will: never permit him ſ@ to do it : Either of which| V' 
may be affirmed. p. 14. 


4. I is certain both trom Scripture and Hiſtory that 


Things. P. NT. 

5. From the concurring Judgment of. many Learned 

=) * I:4.45 

6. Our own Experience has cenfirmed the Truth of 
'What we afium. p. 33. x 

"The Second Cafe confilered, Viz. if one bewitched 
be caft down with ttc Look or Caft of the Eye of ano- 
ther Perſon, and after that recovered again by a Touch 
from the fame Perlon, is not this an infallible Proof' 
that the Party &cculed and Complained of is in Cove- 
nant with the Devi ? 9.24. 

Anſw. "Vhis may be Ground of Suſpicion and F.xa- 
mination, but not of Conviction p. 3 

the Judgmert of Mr. Bernard, and of Dr. Cotts 
groduecd. p. 35430, 37. 


Several things oftcred againſt tbe Infgilivility of thi 
ts uv Tol. 
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I. Tis poffible that the Perſons in Queſtion may be 
polleſled with evil Spirits. Signs of fuch, ? 7 
'2. Falling con with the Calt of the Eye proceeds 
not from a natura! but an Arbitrary Cauſe. p. 41. 
* 3. Thar of the bewitched Perions being recovered with 
a Touch is various and fallible. p. 45. - | 
* 4» "There are thar Queſtion the Lawfulneſs of the 
Experiment. p. 46. | 
' $5. The Teſtimony of bewitched or pollefled Perſons. 
e | 1s no Evilence as to what they fee concerning othersg &, 
& | therefore not as to theml:1ves. p. 43. 7 
a] +6: Bewitched perſons have fomerimes been ſtruck down . 
4 | with the Look of Doggs. 


it | fculty in diſcovering Witches. Tn 
7. 8 Nothing can be produced out of rhe Word of God* | 
4| to ſhew that this is any Proof of Witchcraft. p. 50. 

9. Antipathics in nature have ſtrange and- un» . 
ed| accountable effects. 5b! 
The Third Cate conlidered, whether there are an 

of | Diſcoveries of Wirchcrafe which Jurors and Judges may 


-d | and Condemnation of tie Perlons under Suſpicion ? ,p. $8« © 
5" Two Things premiled, Ws 
| 1- That the Evidence in the Crime of Wixheraft 


e- | Pature. p, 52. 
2. That there have been ways of "Trying Witches 
3. | long uſed, which God never approved of. More parti-+ 
euarly that of calting rhe lu{pe*ted Party into the Water 
24 | to try whether they will Sink or Swim. 'The- Vanity - 

and great Sin. Which is in that way of Purgation” guilt» 
7 y ix. Reaſons. p. 52: to 57 _ vn "1 
is That there are Proofs tor Gapricton of 
| Ga 


. 49. ; 
7. If this were an. infallible proof, there would be dif- 
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with a fafe Conſcience proczed upon to the Conviction, Þ}. 


off ought to be as clear as in any other Crimes of a Capital” 


4 "ou , k s 
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. a 4 
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not 6 


they have ſecn 


pe (ks Confince proceed upon, | 
EK late Cont: cfſiog i is a ſufficient 
That the Telmony 4-48 ling Winches 2gainſt cthers 


.tar an Evidence, as again| 


FELL 7 it wwo- C Ly Perions ſhal affirm upon Oh | 


themſelves. p. 62. 
the Perſon accuſed doing things 


S 5 ſow fuch as haye Familiarity with the Dc- 
ws 3% CET.:0d © cag do, that's a ſufficient Ground of: 
Shy Eon -: E +: that this has eftcn_ hapned. p. 65. 


a Caution ro. Jurors. #- 67, 


HE Deſign 


| aig 
-> Sith = Spirits nos 

'the Tag On 

nees of their He 

. Nor is Hor 


\ Perſons who have 


Poliſcvipe - 


of the Preceeding Diftertation, is wot 
© plead tor Witchcrafts, or to appear as an Ads | 
yocate for Witches, I have therefore written a- 
' nother Diſcourle, pravi ng the there are fuch horrid Crea- 
Tres as Wiihes| m the 

and cur off from amonglt the People .of God, 
2 I haveT houghts and inclinationsin due time toPub- 
Sts And I am abundantly fatiched that there have þcen, : 
Fs: _ ſil molt curſed Wicker mn whe Lang. More 


orld ; and that they ate' to be 


| concerted in the kite | 


« .. the * things, - which 1 
"os own dgments they wor fatihied abont. "Having 


any RefleCtion on Fr Wen 


TÞ 
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called Spefirc Evidence for the Conviftiam' of the perſons 


; | and: Weakneſs of. men, iavelved amongſt: the. 


uted, whereby 1 hope the thinking part of mankind 
will be ſatisfied, Wks more. yp which is 


| ed. I: was not my (lf greſent a© any of t 
rals, excepting one, 'vix that of George: Burr ops ; 


I been one of his Judges, 1 could not have acquitted” him. © 
[For ſeveral perſons did upon Qt 2 I 


ye FILA hat they faw' 
him do fuch thin $ AS NO. Nan that has not a Devil- to be- 


his Familiar coul | pcitorm. And the” Judges afhrws ::that- 


they have not Convicted any one meetly on the account” 
of whar Spefres have faid, or of what has been Repreſeme-- 
ed to the Eyes or Mpagnations of lick bdewitched 5. 
If what is here cxpole 


bour in this Undertaking. 1 have been prevailed with {>* 


. |far 35 1 am able to diſcern the Truth in theie dark caſes, 


to declare my Sentiments, with the. Arguments whidr.ure 


wih mc, hoping that whar is written may be of” 


LL 
.. 


uſe to diſcover the D-prbs of Satan; and to pre 


uations Ruin'd,. by being through fabrilry and 
Pore of the Devils, in con; cravien with the Ignorance” 


becomes tholc of my projcilion to be- 


eftrey the Lives of men, but to ſeve them. 


_ « = 4. a 


= —<in oe - conn elite. hits. ad Oo 


. le 
; very tender in caſes 
- | of Blogd,and to inutare our.Lord arid Maſter, Hao cone 


| ro publick view, may bc 4 nitans + "4 
' | to prevent it for the future, I ſhall not repent of my Ea- 


: | tnnocent ones having. their Lives wr gp. or their” "1 


% | 


"WF ; 
« v4 «s 
. 


n what ] haye. written, to. | my* es Be 
theſe unjuſtifrable wavs -- gre diſco. + ; 


7. againk 
' «al which ſome among: us kave prac tiled- ; 
by he ths was Witeh-rak# made. with the » 


; wb bes Seed wack by fe &v- | 


w 


que of Hell upon ic”. "This I rake ro be not only wicked 
Superſtition, but great Folly. For tho the Devil does 
ſometimes operate with the Experiments, yet not alwayes, 


eſpecially if a Mg$ca! Faith be wanting. I ſhall here ke | 
= 2 


calion to reci  paſlages in a Letter, - which 1 Re- 
ceived from that Eminent Fious and Learned Man, ( Mr. 


Saxuel Cradeck; during ny Abode in London. The Let- 


ter bears date February 26. 1690. Then take it in his owa 
words, which are theſe. * We have, at this preſent one in 


* our next Town, who has a Son who has itrange Firs, 


© and ſuch as they” impuite to Witchcraft. He came to 
© conſult with me about ir, but before he came, he had u- 


© fed a means which I ſhould never have dirc&tcd him un+- 


© to, v:z. He took the Nails of his Sons hands and feet, 
* and ſome of his Hair,and mixed them in Ryc-paite wilt 
' © lis water,and fo ſet it all by the Fire till it was confurned, 
© and his Son ( as he ſays ) was well after, and free from 
© his Fits for a whole month, but then they came again, 
© and He tried that means a ſecond time, ind then it won'd 
* not dv. He removed his Son into Ch ridgefſhire the 
* next County, and then he was weil, bu- as on as he 
© brought him home, he was atHicted as b:tore. 1 he oy 
* favs, he f.w a thing like a Mol: following of him, whic 
* o:c2 ſpoke to hum, and told him he came to do the office 
© he was to do. 1 adviſed his Father to make uſe of the 
* Medicine preſcribed by our Saviour, iz. Faſting and 
* Prayer. Here have been others in this 'Town, that 
© though they were under Ili-handling as they call it: 


* ene Family had 'their Milk fo afte&ed that they 
* could not poffibly make any Cheele, -but-ir hov'd - &*] 
© ſwelled and was good for nothing. "They are now. |. 
«rid of that trouble, but-how as got tid of it. I do | 

y which.it s evidens, 


© not know. I hus my Letter. 
that Towns in England as well as New-En 
: moleſted with Demox;, only 1 wiſh that the. 

ors praclilgd in other places to get, rid of | 
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beſts had never been known, mud eff wed 
d | amonglt us orgthem. : ts? 
s | Some 1 hear Have taken up a,notion, 
s, | newly Publiſhed by my , is Cor 
e | of mine. ©T's that ſuch lm 
-. . | ter into the minds of .men.- I | DI 
r. | that Book before it was Printed. {And but my 
t- | Relation to him hindred me from Recommendiag ic to the 
a | Wort... But my ſelf and Son agreed unto the Humble 
1 | Advice-which twelve Miryſters concurringly, preſented be- 
s, | | fore his Excellency and reſpeQting * preſent dif- 
0 | Ficulties, which let the World judge w there be any 
a= | thing in its diſlentany from what is atteſted by either of us. 
N=, It was in the words' following. mn 
t, | The Return of ſeveral Miniſtefs Gonſulted by His Excellency, 
elv . and the Honourable Counci!, upen the preſent Witcherafts 
d, in Salem-Village. Boſton, | I5. 1692.(Fee Ca Ce $.h-th.4) 
m | I He Afflitted State of our poor Neighbouri, that are /* 
a, now Suffering by Moleſtations from the Inviſible 
4 | Porld, we apprehend ſo deplorable, that we think their Concjy= 
he | #:en calls for the utmeſt Help of all perſons in their feveral r 
he | Capacitics II. 21% cannot but with a!l Thankfulneſs Achmw- 
ay | ledge, the Succeſs which the Merciful God has given unto the 

Sedulous and Aſſiduous Endeavours of our Honourable Rulers, | 
ice | to detef the Abominable Wircherafts which have been Com» 
he | mitted in the Country ; Humbly praying that the Diſcovery of \ 
nd | theſe Myfterions and Miſchievous' Wickedneſics,nay be ppt "*h 
1at | ed, III. He judge that in the proſecution of theſe ang all ſuch 
it : | Witchcrafts, there is need of a verg, critical and Exquiſite 
ey ' | Caution, left by roo much Credulity for, Things,7recerved only | 
- &* | wpon the Devils Autherity, there be. a Door opened for 4 lorg 
OW. | Train of miſerable Conſequences ; and Satan get an Advantage 
over il}, for we ſkould not be Ignorant of his Devices. IV. 
' | 4s in*Complaints upon IVitchcraftsy there may be matters of 
zre | }Enquiry, which do not amount unte Matters of Prafun 
ith.” | uf there may be matters of 1 


of 


that the Book 
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 arrcbibe Matters of Cotten! {> tis nets "be 
Proceedings thereabout, be managed with an exceeds 
neſs toward: oe that 


4 
ay be cur -.. re ih ; eſpe wy ry 
J ty of an emiſhed Reputation. V. 
ERQUITY 55 17.1de 5nto che Circumſtances of ſulch. 
as may ly under any jſt; Dulpicion of PP-tcherafts, we could 
wiſh that there may'bs gari:itt{ ll 25 littie as is þ [ble of ſuch 
| Noiſe, Company, aud Openneſs, as may too haſtily expoſe them 
that are Examined : and tiat there n11y nething be uſed as a 
| Teſt, for the Trial ef the Suſpritgd, tht Lewfvineſs whereof 
; ay be doubted among the Propie of G:4 ; bat that the Dire» 
R1ons y1ven by ſnci) ob Sadiciow FW. iterss ar Perkins and Ber- 
nard, cinſlked in ſuch a Cife. VL Prefumptions wheres | 
pen perſens may be Commined, and mach moreConvy 
var 56) Perſons mg be C ndemned as Guilty of Witch- 
bt certain'y to be me conſid-r.1h!e,, than barely the 
—_— being Re} treſented by « Dpectre unto the Afo 
flified ; inaſmuch as tis an nndvubred and a Notoricus Thing, 
That « Dxmon may, ly Gods Permiſſion, appear even to ['l 
purpoſes, in the S| Ape of an Innocent, Jed, and a vertuough 
man. N:r can we efleem Alterations ma! in the $; fferers, 
'by a Look or Touch of the Accnſed to be an | Infail;ble E- 
vidence of Guilt ; but frequeut!y Liable to be abuſed by the 
Devils Legerdemains. VII. He know not, whether ſome 
" Remarkab'c Atlronts given to the Devils, by our Disbelievi 
of thoſe Teſtimonics, wh:ſe whole Force, and Strength 5 from 
 Themt aloneg,nay not put a period, unto the þ» -ogreſs of the 
b dreadful Calamity ! uf012 us, in the Accuſation of ſo many 
: erſons, whereof we hope, ſome are yet clear from he, } 
\ ranſgrefſion, {aid ants their Charge, VIIL Nevertheleſs, 
We cannot but bumbly Recommicud 1to the Government, the 
== any, 01g; 5045 Proſocytion of jus" as have rendred theme 
fre [rien RCCOT HR: cg to the Direficn 97ven in the Laws | 


; and, {be whelſw1ie Statutes of the "Engliſh ""_ 
i ii of Fre 
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